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"Oh Yes, Ubloy Hill Pot. What happonerl to 
that one". This cave wns discovered after 
only two deys digging and revealed many bones, 
including u number of human skulls. At the 
time of writing,.Junc 1962,· we are waiting 
for u report from the British l•useum as to 
tho ngo of the bones and as soon as this is 
received the rather precarious entrance 
will be properly ehnf'tod and access 
porrni ttcd. 

"The Longwoocl/August Survey was done 
by the M.C.G. wr.sn't it". The survey took 
about 2½ years to complete and occupic•.1 
over nine hund1•od man hours. Detnils ol' 
the su7voy arc given on Page 5. A full 
report of' the project with notes on the 
cave will be published sePt.irntoly und no 
article appears in this Journal. Vlhen 
purchasing the sheets it might be useful 
to realisecl why Sheet 2 was produced •. The 
cave was surveyecl to Grade 6 and it was 
f'elt that a scale of 1:120 was the smallesb 
scale that could do this accuracy justict,. 
The length of the s·ystem made this an 
impoosible scale for tho ·complete known cave, 
but a large scale plan was drawn of the 

. : pl~tctl upper series·. 'J.'he portrayal of' 
i11is part of the cuve on Sheet 1 shoultl be 
treatecl as a very poor substitute. 

One outcome of the survey was the 
opening up of' Christmuo Crawl. This joins 
the Groat Chamber to the grotto above J;he 
Fault Fitch, thus enabling the caver to 
explore the system w1<ler very wot conditions, 
as it by-passes the wet chimney! It might 
also·prove invaluable in the 9vent Qf rescue. 
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LONGWOLlD - AUGUST SURVEY 

C.R.G. Grade 6. 

Surveyed and clrnwn by Mike Rennie with the 
assistance of James Gibb and other memocrs of' 
the Mendip Caving Group. 

Publishecl in three ohec~s. 

SHEET_l'l_Q_._1__._ Plan of the complete known system. 

Projected elevation of the syL' ~. 

S!,01,_;)i mop to shov1 tile relationship 
~o the sur:Cacc above. 

SCALE. 1 cm. to 10 f'cet. Price. 5/6. 

811EE1' NE>.2. Plan o:C tho Upper Series only, 
on a larger scale. l'he scale used 
on Sheet No.l. is really f'ur too 
small to dupict the complicated 
Upper Series. 

SCALE. l in. to.10 feet Price 4/-

SHE.l$1' No.}. True length olc),,ation o.r the 
complo1;c lrnown sysLom and 
Cross Sections. 

SCALE. 1 cm. to 10 ft Price L,/6. 

Those price □ do not include postage. Copies mny 
be outnined :Crom IA.A.Rennie. 125 Chwelond Rd. 
Euling1 London. w.13. 



11 
I heard something about a dig near 

your cottage. What is the latest news about 
that". This dig is called Blackmoor Swallet 
and began as a surf'ace dig early in 1961 at 
the point of' apparent disappeerance of'· the 
stream that runs across the Ch11rterhouse 
Min -ries~ The area is so riddled with swallet­
like depressions that the caver cnn never be 
quite sure ilhether lie is digging a swallet 
or a slag heaP. 

Digging was carried out at three p~aces 
simuJ.taneouely and af'ter two had collapsed , 
the tt!ird proved successful. A chamber was 
entered just below ground lf'lVel with several 
short passpp,es radiating f'rom it. Al though 
def'lnite signs of' mining were f'ound the 
passages are f'or the most part natural. 

It is hoped that this brief' outlin~ •ill 
show that the Mendip Caving ,Group are re.-11ly 
doing things and it is f'urther hope,1 that this 
Journal will prove to be an accurate and 
interesting accow1t of' tho work that has been 
carried out. 

BLACKFIELD HOLE 

by Malcolm Cotte1• 

The nows that a binder wheel had f'allen 
into a hole on Priddy 11111 f'ann, led to the 
investigation at: a small cavity. The machine woe 
not etuclc so when driven clear the haymalt<.'rs 
decided to have a look. 
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To their surprise they saw a chrnnber 
"Large enough to turn a lor1•y in". We were 
soon heading f'or the site which woe in a 
f'ieltl next to Townsend Pond. Having obtained 
permiseion f'rom the f'armcr we arrived. at the 
hole, which was a narrow slit in the ground., 
about three f'eet long and one f'oot wide, A 
ladder was belayed to one of' the stakes and 
the first man made a descent. 

There was no way out or tho bottom of' 
the hole. The cavity was dome shaped with 
a cone of' rubble on the f'loor, the top of' 
which was sc:mc six f'eet below the cntrruice. 
The diameter was about ten feet and the 
uepth about the prune. 

In one corner a narrow way on betwGon 
rocks was ~oen some f'our inches high nnd 
eighteen inches wide. It did not appear to 
open out. The walls vere covered. with Lhick 
mud which mooketl the rock structure be11cut1J. 

It would. certainly be interesting to 
remove all the tlebris to 000 if' anything 
could be f'ounu lower down. The f'nrmcr hns 
granted permission to dig if' we so wish. 

Map Reference. ST 517521. 

Note. Further collapso of' this cavity has 
enlarged the .:Jntruncc and made tho use of' 
any tackJte unnecessary. 
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I.INTER DEN TANTALHOHLE 

by John Rutherford 

A report from the· Austrian Expedition 1961 

Members of the party: Malcolm Cotter, 
Don Dovaston, John Ruth,erford, Don Searle 
and the guide, r..,r;: Felix Seiser. 

After. the usua1 hectic day and 
scr0I11Q).e to get out• we tore round to 
Felix~s home in~-u.:'lburr;, at about 7.15 p.m. 
(We were due at 6.30). He was getting 
used to it by now. Stopping only for a 
beer and goui.~sh .in a roadside inn, we 
hurried on. We left the main road and were 
soon bumping up a small valley track. It 
was a beautifully.clear night, and with 
the noise of ,a.small.river and the smell 
of pines we.all.felt great to. be o~t and 
about. 

After a good. night •·s sieep on the 
open ground, we got up(to be more truth­
ful we were practic~i11·dragged from our 
pits by Felix) at dawn and got under way 
about 7.30. The valley was reserved for 
private deer-shooting,but Felix had 
previously assured us that he had a 
permit, which he now proudly fixed to the 
Lond Rover's windscreen. It was dated 
19~7 and valid for on·e season. Still he 
said, "Its better than nothing". 

It was now that we realised the big 
disadv!llltages of packing gear to fit 
easily into a Land Rover. We had no 
fromedt'\1¢-sacs, and struggled on up,the 
mountain in the very hot sun withe ::-i~r-~ 
aesortment of baggage. • 
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Tba sweat rolled orr ue anft we 
made frequent stops ae'·we ware in 
JOOJ' physical shape. There was 01_10 1:.1 t 
member of the party - Felix. We·got 
hotter, tireder ,~d .. thirstier., ar:id 
then Doo Setirle ·elip~ed on one of the 
rockier eections;.·half, fell, t.o 
slither about 25 :f~eb,damagtn.g ·his . 
shoulder. lite also made aJhuge dent.in 
his car~lde lamp, and if he had not 
been wearing hie helmet' he-•migl:Jt: have 
seriously injured his-:bead, ~oat 9f _hj,s 
kit was.~ivided between us.w.i~ ~e -moved 
on more slowly than.ever~ ~~·reached_ the 
permanent snow·l~ne; fµ1d gratefully 
conscious of our stup:l,dity ate· snow.·to 
ease our thirsty thr~~t,.. 

We reached the. e-aying cl.ub- hut· •?t· 
ubout 6,700 feet about:11,40 a.m~, 
clapped out.· It had· .. ta}ten us over .four 
hours, double the normal time. By about 
1.30 we fel.t fit enough to do the last 
leg up to the cuve, about·300 feet 
higher up, entering it ab.out three­
quarters. of an hour ··later,· The entrance 
was in ebudow. and s.till: co.mpletely 
blocked with snow, obviously unen t.ered 
this year. There w.as. a .narrow. ,entr.ance 
crawl- followed by· a. 12ft: fixed lad<ler. 
pitch. There wae a bit~erly cold wind 
strong enough· to blow_; a i:,11rbide }filllp out., 
in this crawl,' which was perhaps 4a, ft 
long descending ab' un angle. of 35 degree.a:~ 

We carried on down a scree type 
slope for a :f!'lW hundred feet to see our 
:first ice formationsj \hey being 
permanent. We, duly p):lotographed them .1n 
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the usual weejy fashion, and moved on. 

On tho whol.e the interior of· the 
~ove is like a rather .roomier and 
steeper version of Aggy-Aggy. There ~re 
long stretches of f'oirly flat. and high mud 

passages with many mud f:ir:-·i•.t1.ons.· One 
of these long straight stretches ~B ept1y 
cal.led tbe "Autobahn" wbi1st tha. squeeze 
that brings it to an end is just as apt1y 
onlled "The Mouse's Autobahn". 

The route, however, is never. a. streom 
pass~e, it being pbssible to stay dry and 
worm \comparati-,:,1.y) throughou..t the whole 
trip. There.were mo~e.scree-type slopes to 
desoond whilst one or two places were 
similar to the descent into the Fault 
Chamber in August/Longwood System. 

The descents are not difficult, but 
ca.re must, be taken, for if you sl.ip there' s 
a nasty ;:run-down over sharp rock f'or 
anything.up to:~o feet. These were often 
pitoned.to an un-necessary degree or 
marr.ed by .hav1.ng.permanent iron ladders, 
ll'ber.e theae were ··diapensable. In fairness 
to th4 · '!ptton-bashers", howe'ler, it must 
bo said that rescue in the event of injury 
woUld be ·fo1~ more dirfioul t than anywhere 
iD•'.England, owing to the difficu1t1 of 
aooesa·to the cave. 

Tl\a cave has.some very good ladder 
pitches, ·permanootly slung with decayed 
electron ladder• .Vie descended severRl 
between 30 and 50ft in depth. Items of 
outstanding interest included mud 
'formations, the ice fonnations previouuly 
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mentioned.nn~ the clearly visibl~ bed of PINE'rREE POT 
an old underground loke with much scalloping 
below the obvious water mark but a comp}ete 
absence above. The lake bed extended for 
o:pproxioateli 200 i't. T\\ere was also o.n 
amazing formation oalled the'3piral stairway, 
~bich is un exact descrip~ion of how the 
passage ubruptlj ~eoends. The stairs 
themselves were 10-1.5 ft wide ascending for 

NGR. s·r 51945571 Alt. 825 ft 

abo\lt 40 n. 

About llp.m. we caille to a hut made of 
a solid timber framework and alloy sheeting 
with a board floor. We had token over nine 
hours to reach this point, double the normal 
time. 'fie eased our aching bodies, nte nnd 
then went to the glorious comfort of our 
sleeping bags. 

Raving rieen and. breok.fasted the next 
dny saw us on the \>eturn journey nt about 
i a.m. By the time we bud climbed up all the 
pitches and screes we had previously climbed 
down, stopped at frequenb intervals to take . 
1>botograpbs and at other frequent i,ntervals to 
nosh and/or rest, we.were glad enough to reucb 
the entrance at G. -p.m. Vie cheered up at tne 
thought of seeing daylight again after 28 
hours. Vihat would it be, scorching sun or 
u gentle breeze and fieecy clouds 7. Would there 
be a magnificent mountain vista, or would the 
d.istant peak.a be shrouded in.the mysterious 
mists 7. We reached the surface. Yee, gentle 
reader, you are completely right, we couldn't 
see a thing and it was absolutely pouring 
down with rain. 
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M~overy and Description 

by Antony J. Knibbs 

'rhe depression in which Pinetree Pot 
is situated was first noticed by the 
author on September 7th 1959. The actual 
name of the cave is derived from the line 
of coniferous t~eea growing immediately 
south of the nearby dry-stone wall. The 
depression is one of a number of shakehole 
depressions in the field opposite the gate 
into Warren Farm, the others being of less 
significance. 

Permission to excavate was obtained 
from Mr. Brown of Warren Farm and wo1•k 
began during October 1959, Initially the 
size of the shaft was 7ft long and 5ft 
wide, but at a depth of 5ft it was modified 
to avoid a ledge of bedrock, which incid­
entally provided a useful working space, 

The e~cavated material was principally 
a matriJ( of brown mud and rocks weighing up 
to 3 cwt, Our main II tools of worl(11 were 
en trenching tools, two crowbars and a ll~ lb 
hammer, which, when attached: to Pat Walsh 
and applied to large rocks, gave a good 
imitation of a rock crushing plant, By the 
time a depth or 6rt had been reached it was 
evident that shoring materials and a lii'ting 
apparatus were essential, Suitable timber 

1 o. 



and corrugated iron were obt.ai11ec1, 
mainly .from Mr. Fry or Stirrup Cup 
Garage, and a visit to a disused qunr1 y 
provided t.wo lengths of b1Jll-head iron 
rail. A special runni11g pulJ ey-uloclc wus 
designed by the' author a.ml construct.ed 
by Peter Goddar.d and Bob knot L. l3y 
placing the rail over the shaf't and 
f'i tting up the pulley and a bucket ou1• 
li.fting tackle was complete. Later on a 
sheave block was added at the buclcet to 
assist hauling heavier rocks, 

From the very ·oe;,;inni □'-'. pro!.::ress 
was most encouraging. Numerous cavities 
\,are encountered and Lhese brought ferth 
:ferocious digging .from the workers und 
much speculation by tile onlookers, 
Throughout the winter the diggers 
coritinued undaunted by t11e bud weather. 
~, rainy days old tin, wood und Larpaul­
ins were erectecl over tt,c rail .for u 
shelter. tln several oc, asions rood and 
clrinlt were prepared on the site. 

It was on ;,hit r: on day, June 6 LI,, 1960 
that the break-through was made, Having 
work"cd all clay the shai't was jur,t 1/.J .fL 
deep when it was decided to fininh vmrk. 
During tne cleaniug up process 1'alling 
material was heard at a promising cavity. 
Fired by this·, it was decided to reeume 
work and penetrate this cavity. At .fever 
pitch a rock was 'Bl1at.Lered and shouts 
went up as a srnall passage war, revealed, 

The passage entrance was cleonecl up 
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:mcl made safe before Arthur Spain cra•vled 
in. His return was greeted with great chee'l's 
and excitement as he anneunced a sizeable 
shaft after -the short passage. 

It was get.ting de.rk as the happy grou.i 
returned to the cot tnge for a meal and to 
mnke preparations for the i'irst descent, 
Refreshed and full of expectation.we ret­
urned to our discovery. 

A party of four made the 1'irst descent 
, Peter Dyer, Pat :Val sh and µ ike Rennie led 
by the author, The first pitch of 36ft was 
descended and christened Pine Pitch. The 
bo.t.tor,1 of the pitch offered .ii choice of 
ways on. The most obvious way was over 
Rumble Pitch - a drop 01' ,sQllle 15ft with 
loose boulders at the top. A by=pass was 
found by digging through mud in a passage 
at i'loor level and to the right of Rumble 
Pitch, The i'irst few feet into this by-
pass were a veritable mud-bath; henoe the 
passage became termed The Wallow. 

Following the passage down we soon 
reached the bottom of' Rumble Pitch ancl 
continued downwards over a floor of fallen, 
,;ncl occ:-.ll::.0;1ci:1y unst:1uie, boulders. 
At the end of the rift we retraced our 
etepe and cleared a passage down through 
the boulder floor givlng accese to more 
passage and a phort .rift. The rift 
terminated at a passage of dissapointing 

·dimensions. It was roughly between 3 and 
4ft high and some two feet wide. Diffic­
ulties started immediately with numerous 
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sharp right angle· bends with very short 
dista11cea between them. 'l'his passage 
became gradually tighter- corning i ta 
deliberate misnomer or Easy Street. 
After proceedi11g some 701:t in this 
tortuous meander we turned back to 
where Mike and Pat were busy completing 
a Grade 3 survey. 

The return to the surrace was made 
via a climb up Rumble Pi tell and much 
stopping to examine ocld side passages. 
Leaving the less accessible passages for 
a later date we rejoined the group waiting 
at the entrance. It was a highly elated 
group of cavers· that arrived back in 
London at Li;l[i a.m. the £allowing morning, 

Since the discovery or Pinetree Pot 
much J:urther exploration has been carried 
out, At the end or Rumble Rif:t a small well 
decorated grotto, Moonlight Grotto, has 
been found. Easy street has received a. 
great deal .of attention, in particular 
from Sonya Carruthers who has reached n 
point at which the passage levels out 
and becomes impassable due to mud deposit. 
Of the two ovens in Easy Street the far one 
seems to hold n promise of some extension. 
The Back Passage Route, entered 8ft above 
the floor of Pine Pitch has been followed 
upstream to a rising s)laf:t with a large 
jorrmed boulder 15-20ft up. Downstream the 
passage leads back into Pinc Pitch at J:loor 
level whilst a side passage lends, via u 
tight muddy squeeze to a small sloping tube 
ending in a muddy sump. J\n aven has been 
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scaled, a short distance off Pine Pitch 
too point where the holds become too 
dangerous, Further searching in the. cove 
mo.y reveal more discoveries but the 
\lO'P.aibi:iU .. tyt;of .an;iz-.mu;jor-exteneio.n appears 
remote, 

The entrance has been improved by 
moans of three sections o:f concre~e pipe 
which have been lowered into position 
on o prepared base, Debris has been 
introduced around the pipes and a steel 
plate lid has been added. 

No direct scientific work has b<?en 
oarried out in Pimetree Pot but no doubt 
this will be remedied in ti1,1e. The .water in 
the cave may poeeibly supply a rising 
situated near the road between Ubley and 
Compton Mattin, just below Compton Wood on 
the North Eastern elopes o:f Mendip, NGR. 
81', 53555747, The vertical interval between 
Pinetree Pot and this rising is 550ft and 
the distance about 1½ miles. A large runount 
of work remains to be done on this erea pf 
Mendip and doubtless further digging at the 
more promising locations will prove rewarding, 

EASY·STREDT - Pinetree Pot 

1 • 

by Sonya Carruthers 

I first heard about Easy Street during 
1111 first caving trip with the 1•.C.G, ,only a 
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couple of weeks after Lhe cliscovery o:f 
Pinetree Pot. It was, it seems, one of 
those infinitely tight, w,believably 
twisted, incredibly strenuous passages 
which, for a weary tantalizing clietance, 
obstinately refuse to become quite 
impassable. Por all p ·cticul purpoeoo, 
however, this one tcrmin::,tecl about 120ft 
ulong in an µ bend so tight that no nonnal 
human could puss it. 

13eillg \.l,\ t eligh Lly over i'i ve i'eut tall 
ancl narrow in 12r•?portiJn, I was intorested 
at once, but it turnecl ouL that the moat 
difficult part of an Easy Street trip, 
next to climbing the ladder afterwards, 
lny in getting someone else to come down 
with one. '!'hose who hacl alroo.dy been were 
curiously reluctant to repQat the experience, 
ancl Lheir reporto discouraged the others; 
it woo not until a i'ew weolcs later when 
someone who had not aeon it innocently 
expressed ~nterest in the new cave, that 
I had a chance to try the passage, 

rt turned out tho.t the difficulty was, 
not so much a reo.l lack of room, but a 
rathur po,;,r arrangement of what room there. 
was, One could not accurately call it a 
spacious tunnel, but for the first 100ft 
or so it wos frequently poseible(~) 
to crawl ond even now and again to s tund up; 
and only occasionally was it necessary to 
inch along sideways on one hip. Indeed, 
had it not bceu for tne many, closely 
spaced, sharp bends, Lile trip woulcl have been 
quite disappointing. 
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In tho last 10-15f't before the 
f'rnnous bond, the passogo f'iually became 
tight-it always annoys me when tho 
helmet jams as one tries to turn one's 
head - and the bend deserved its reput­
ation. It was o sharp S, enter ')ll the 
right hip, sit up inbetween and leave on 
tho lef't hip. Ensy enough in principle, 
but the thigh bones or most·•peoplc were 
just too long to got round tho f'irst corner, 
and jammed across Lile widest diagonal. 
Incidentally, the return, which had to be 
feet f'irst, turned out to be slightly 
,-.orse, ns 1:hore was only one position in 
which the legs could be encouraged out 
again,· and this ·orter took a while to find. 

Have you ever been in a place where 
you Ju1ow, positively, that no-one can 
:follow? it ie a thought beet d\lclt upon 
n:fterwards, and :for the moment I distracted 
myself' by debating whether that loud 
thumping noise in my care was r_eally 
audible or not, and by observing my new 
eurrounclings, which, :for general comf'ort, 
closely- resembled the old. The shape or_ 
tho· passage, however, had changed abruptly. 
From being. a f'ai rly high, narrow af'f'air, 
it had become a tube, a few inches wider 
than the shoulders, but too loVI' to enable 
one to hold the head normally erect while 
lying flat. About 20f't along, a elightl,y 
smaller passage, nearly f'i llcd with so.rt 
mud, joined the main passage from the left, 
and shortly after thie, mud washed in from 
thie passage began to :fill an." appreciable 
proportion of Lhe available apace. On a 
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subsequent trip I partly removed the 
first mud bank, but its efforts 
r_evealed more; ru,d digging, never o 
favburite pastime, quicl,ly loses what 
charm ··1 t may in happier circumstnnces 
possess, when the digger must lie upon 
the stomach in a tiny s tresm, using 
a trowel at arm's lellgth to convey 
soggy gobbets of wet mud into a small 
bag which must be periodically dragged 
back about 15 feet to empty. ('l'here is 
no room to pass it back,) 

That's Easy Street, as full of 
mud and promise as ever 9 'l'he difficult 
bend has been opened by lJ :f33ting to 
aclrnit cavers of more usual dimensions, 
and a couple ·or other bends have lJ,:,e11 
made easier. Although no longer quite 
so sporting, the-passage can still 
pruvide a p1easant afternoon for 
someone ira need of exercise, and 
enough mud remains to malrn a worth­
while trip for a digging enthusiast. 
After all, it must go somewhere, ...• 

EASY STREJ!!T - Pine tree Pot 

2, 

by Malcolm Cot.Lor 

My first introduction to Pinetree 
Pot was two week-ends after Lile ini~ial 
descent. 'l'he entrance had fallen in and 
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we were forced to reexcavo~e it. 

I must admit that l,he pitch come 
ns a bit of a surprise after the 
description I had received of it. 
Eventually Barry and I found Easy Street 
which we were detennined to follow to 
the bitter end,in the hope of making 
a new discovery. The passage is narrow 
ru1d meandering with a small stream 
running along the floor between pools, 
just enough to wet one thoroughly. ·.•e 
came· to a "widening" which was a small 
oven, the inlet of which was blocked. 
Just round the corner a tricltle of 
water ran over a boss of Calcite which 
,rn later found useful for filling carbide 
lomps. By this time Barry was well ahead 
of me and reported no enlargement of our 
tight trail. I caught him Up at the third 
oven where we found some pieces of sl,raw. 

I now took the lead and rounded on 
exceedingly difficult S bend, but 
fortunately the passage enlarged enough 
on the far side to to enable one to stJretcll ., 
Beyond was another bend which I found 
impossible to pass, nevertheless a 
continuation could be seen on the for side •. 

The next phase in Easy Street Has when 
Sonya Carruthers passed the squeeze. Bey­
ond she reported u slight enlargement , 
followed by a chn11ge in shape to a urnin­
pips. The f'loo·r was composed of mud and 
gravel whilst at the end mud came within 
a few inches of the roof. 
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A lone dig was sturtecl uut c.:xtrume 
care hud to be t-alrnn since 1,er uotly 
hal.f-blocked the passage, causing the 
water to rise behind 1,er. No one else 
could reach this point. 

The week-ond be.fore Christmus 
1960, suw a party made up o.f Pat Walsh 
Simon Knight, Mike Rennie, Richard ' 
Woolacott and myself', tolcing ha1rnners, 
drills and coble into the ~,we to 
prepare the rock f'or some chr,rges. Put 
oncl I took turns at drilling two shot 
hall.ls, one into the f'lnkc of' rock on 
the .first S bond oncl another just 
bcf'ore Sonya's bend. The tusk took 
suveral hours. We returned to tho 
sur:face very late that evening, 
thut is, well af'tor closing time, 
with the result that we nearly lost 
one member who complained that tho 
Ne·,, Inn an essential purpose ancl 
without a visit he could not carry on 
We joined the wire to the battery but 
110 souncl could bu hoard, Wo stopped up 
the power in numurous ways still 
without hearing ·.rnythiug. I hop,Jcl that 
tile sow1d was boyon<l earshot, hut was 
nevertheless perturbed, 

Boxing Day caino up and ::mother 
der,ccnt woo mad•J. • 1,hcn I rvocJ1u<l tJ10 
bend I was rclicyccl a.11<1 dc.d igl1 ~o<l at 
t11e results which I saw. '£he .first 
bend was ensy Q)l(l a J ur/}C chunlc llad, . 
ucon removed ·1lrom just be:fore Sonya s 
bend. The next uiovo was to placo o bw1dlo 
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of' 0 xplosivo against a thin partl tion 
which caused the bend to remain 
impass:.'.ble. The rotreut this time wus 
to a chamber near the entrance pitch 
where the f'iring cable wao connected 
to DUI' battery, resulting, much to my 
satisf'action, in a loud boom. 

The next day Jolin Rutherford and 
I passed Sonya's bond which had been well 
and truly dor.l t ·:•i th. Wo came to the small 
chamber which she had mentioned and on 
dovmstream where she liad been digging. 
Back at the chamber I noticed a hole above 
a mud banlc which it was possible to 
squeeze past. This came out ut the f'oot of' 
an aven somo 25f't high. This route 
continued as a tight mud choked passage 
carrying a small stream that ran back into 
Easy Street. 

Since then nobody has pushed on rmy 
further up stream, all attempts being 
hindered by f'atigue af'te1' the long initial 
crawl. Sonya dug on past t~,e mud banlc 
downstream only to reach another mud banlc. 
Worked coaoed when she returned to the States. 

PINETIIBE POT - Stream SinJc. 

by Malcolm Cotter. 

In my mind Plnetree Pot hits been f'ormed 
1s a result oi' water sinlcing i'rom a st1·ea1n 
running over the surf'ace. 

20. 



A lone dig was sturted but extreme 
care hud to be t-alrnn since tier botl_y 
half-blocked the passage, causing the 
water to rise behind tier. No one else 
could reach this point. 

The week-end before Christmas 
1960, suw n party made up of Pat Walsh, 
Simon Knight, Uike Rennie, Richard 
Woolacott and myself, taking hammers, 
drills and cable into the tnve to 
prepare the rock for some ch:>.rr;es. Pat 
and I took turns at drilling two shot 
holes, one into the flnke of rock on 
the first S bend and another just 
before Sonya's bend. The task took 
several hours. We returned to the 
surface very late that avening, 
that is, well after closing time, 
with the result that we nearly lost 
one mettlber who complained that the 
He·,1 Inn on essential purpose ond 
without a visit he could not carry on 
We joined the wire to the battery but 
110 sountl could bu heard. We stepped up 
the power in numerous ways still 
without hearing :rny thing. I hop,Jtl that 
the soU1itl was beyontl earshot, hut was 
nevertheless perturbetl, 

Boxing Day CllJlle up and ::mother 
descent wno mud•J. • 1/hen I rvachc,l the 
bend I was relicyc,l u11<1 <leJ igh~eu at 
tile results which I saw. The f'irst 
bentl wan e"sy 011<1 a Jorge chwilc had. 
bue11 removed •Ji'rom just before Sonya's 
bEmd. The ne::::t ,riove was to place a bundle 
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of explosive against a thin pnrtl tion 
which caused the bend to remain 
impass,.ble. The rotreo·t this time was 
to a chamber near the entrance pitch 
where the firing cable was connected 
to out• battery, resulting, much to my 
satisfaction, in a loud boom. 

The next day Jolin- Rutherford and 
I passed Sonya's bentl which had been well 
ond truly dc,.lt ·.-·1th.We crune to the small 
chamber whlch she had mentionetl and 011 

dovmstream where she had been digging. 
Back at the chamber I noticed n hole above 
a mud bank which it was :possible to 
squeeze past. This came out at the foot of 
nn oven aome 25ft high. This 1•oute 
continued as a tight mud choked passage 
carrying a small stream :that ran back into 
Easy Street. 

Since then nobody has pushed on rmy 
further up stream, all attempts being 
hindered by :fatigue afte1• the long initial 
crav,1. Sonya dug on past the mud banlc 
downstream only to reach another mud banlc. 
Worketl ceased when she returned to the States. 

1>.:rn~TH.EE_ £ O'l' Stream Sink. 

by Malcolm Cotter. 

In my mind P.lnetreo Pot hi:ts been forn1ed 
1s a result o:f wate1' sinlcing f'rom a stream 
running over the surface. 

20. 
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BROWNE'S HOLE 

'l'he holo is oitual,e<l in an oasily 
definable tributary valley to Velvet 
Bot Lom. On (,ho up- valley sicle or the s1,ake 
hole a portion o:C the rim is slightly 
lower than the su1'roun<ling area. Just 
below the cut-down portion is exposecl 
limestone which is smoothed in a way 
reminiscent o:C a st1'cam-bc<l, r, marked 
concavity rw1niug clown dip.· 

During the excavation a lurgo Ilumber 
o:C rocks were removed, none or which were 
very angular; many v,ore well roundecl o:C:C 
ancl had a coarse textu1·e •. 'l'his texture 
was due to hard fossil skeletons. 

Inside the cave and particularly 
noticeable at tnc bottom o:C the pitch 
are quantities of gravel consisting 
mainly or crinoi<l f'ossil remnants. 'l'his 
suGgests thet the water ent0red by 
percolation covering a wide area~ A 
showcrbath ef':Cect could have been 
produced. 

From insi<lc Lile cave 0110 c:.111 soc 
Lhat the spacious part of the cavity is 
a high rift, the top of' which is choked 
vii tll rounded boulders. Obviously when 
enough o:C a boulder has dissolved away 
it is not large enough to remain weclged 
and. so :Culls. It v,ould be in tu resting to 
know fro,11 wh :Leh zouo some o:C' the uoulclers 
have come :Crom, s.i11c0 this might give some 
i<l0u of how far l,J1ey huve slii,iped,. At the 
Lop of l,he pitch is u large muss which has 
not yet become detached :Crom the bedrock, 
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The pothole is very muddy but tho 
mud has come f'rom the surf'ace and is not 
insoluble residue f'rom the limestone that 
hao been eroded away. This sum_:iest1;1 that 
water is still coming through over a large 
area. • 

At about ten f'eet above the bottom 
of' Pine Pi tr-h is an inlet passage which 
hns a tricl(le of' wate1• running in it. This 
goos up towards tho sur!'ace and i to 
catchment area is now probably the.volley 
up to the next shake hole. 

There was probably a great deal more 
wuter in the past when all the stream was 
sin!(ing in the same area. The catchment 
would be the north side of' Blagdon Bill. 
Now the water does not have a chance to 
fonn .a stream as it sinlcs along its entire 
course. llucb water must be lost by 
evaporation. 

At the lowest point of' the rif't • 
series is Easy Street, a small meandering 
pneeoge which hos so f'ar been .followed f'or 
a distru1ce of' approximately 125 f't. There 
are two small inlets in -the side or Easy 
Street, both of which are bloclrnd with 
rounded boulders. Some of' the mud contains 
etrnw, proving a connection with the surf'ace 
(Straw not being f'ound in the rest of' the 
cave.) 

In July :J.961, Easy Street contained a 
,llllnute stream which was augmenteq b.v·a trickle 
~om the roof' of' the same volwoc. Wet 
weather v,ould obviously produce more water. 
lf_Jie passage could have been f'ocmed by the 
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wute1· o t pre son t running t11rough. 'l'lrn1· 
is hope ttiat the passage will lead to a 
more spacious continuo.tion. '!'his would 
be to where the· older o.nd laz•ger stream 
acteu.. Promise is there as a strong 
uir current exists. 

To sum up:- Pinetree could have 
been f'ormed hy corrosion over a 
relatively large area. The corrosion 
f'ormed a cavity into v,hich 1·ocks f'ell 
f'rom the. sides af'tcr the joints were 
f'reed. 'l'lle roclcs huve gradually di solved 
av1ay and slip1ied down, resulting in the 
f'ormo.tion of' a shoke hdle. 

UBL;!;Y 11111, l'U'l' by Ai alcolm Cotter 

,1- :1.0::;p,,:r"J'I l /CJ 

On n f'ine tlay in mid 1960 a small 
var ty conoi 0ti11g or. Darry Ot ttn1ell, 
Arthur Cox mul 111y self u.r1ciclecl to stir 
ouruelveri iuto act.ion uy looklng 1'or a 
slH·,ke hole in a f'iold near Cow Hole 
FJhovm on the 0.1:i. 2½" map. 

Fo1•tunatel.Y we had le.rt the mop 
behind an<.l. overshot our objective, 
ending up by Cow Hole. 1,Cter v1ondering 
how much work woul<.l. be neede<.l. to 
reopen it nn<.l. keep it open, our walk 
took us on towards UL>ley Hill Farm 
roncl. There wa,; a won<.l.erf'ul view to be 
had ln the <.l.llection of' Bristol. 'l'he 
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UBLEY HILL POT. 

,, ,­
t,-J, 

-: . ~ 

:Jt 

field we were l.n sloped upwards gently 
to our left ancl. looltecl. 1ierfectly flat. 
Just to satisfy myself that we hod mode 
ntliorou3[1 examination I walked. tom1rcl.s 
the centr,e of the area. At about half 
way to my de.light the surface dropped 
away from me to form a deep shakehole 
invisible from a feF yarcl.s away. I \lent 
down to the bottom but could. not see any 
obvious bedrock. All, however, agreed 
tbut tJ1e si,\le gave promise of a cnve. 

DIGGIHG Nr UBLEY HILL 

So1,1e 1•1e,:l~s al'ter J'incl.ing Ubley llill 
• sbPJte bole, George Savage and I went back 

to measure its vitnl statistics. We :found 
the depth to be 19ft an~ the cl.iameter 901't. 

Things rested. for a while until we 
heard that another coving party had been 
in the area. This stimulated action for 
the site wns on obvious one to dig, 
although perhaps not so easy to :find. 

August Bank holiday v1as a week aheod 
so 11e decideu to make a preliminnry stort 
then. 

Saturday came row1d and found a 
lat·go number or· people at the cottage, 
so permission :for digging wan obtained 
:from Mr Lovoll proviut:d we fenced the 
area ofT to prevent his beasts falling 
into the hole. A party o:f .five went to 
start the dig r1hils t two more or us cut 
some stakes. 
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~hen we joined the main porLy nothing 
hnd been started ns they uad been unable 
to d0cide where to dig. ,l nwnl>er of toot 
holt3s were then dug at regular intervals 
around the shake hole c.nd after about un 
hour work cornnenccd on my test tiole as 
it looked the most promising. Th<! site 
was down El.ip as f'ar as we could make out 
and contained mc.ny water worn boulders. 
Two of us took photographs :1t intervnls 
in order to lcocp n record of' our worlc. 
Jlumurous rounded bouldurA were removud, 
thus showing sir;ns of wnt1n- act.ion. l r 
the shake had only l>c:cn CUUSsld by t,,e 
collapse of' the ground I would have 
expected m,gulur rocks. 

By curly afternoon u 1,romising 
cavity IHld b0en reveeletl with vurt:i,cal 
i'lutiug of' the roclc. It was not larr;e 
bot continued by way of' n tube somu two 
incheo wide. J\t n depth of vbout i'ive feet 
u large roclc was encountered. ·It to•Jlc some 
time to remove, as there was a tendency to 
rock it to and rro ru ther t)Hlll d.lg round it 
and rope it out. ,~hen the rock c,une out 
the.re was u general rush to the fnce ror u 
round hole ubout u foot across 11,~d been 
revealed. It curved dowm.rurds out of" vim, in 
a most tantalising wuy. 

Jlt the end or the day our Grnull hchc 
Gtill held out on us. ,le considered that Lhe 
chuncc of un enrly brcak-tt1rough wus ln facl 
remote. 

'fhe !'allowing day the working party woe 
reduced to allow enough people Lo dig at 
Cooperll Hole. There•was obviously plenty of 
enthusiasm since digging continued t11rough 
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ooveral ohowers of rain; As we pro~ressed 
wo could hear roclcs falling beneath ua, 
whilst· 'tossing stone a ahead into the small 
tube-like di;\'vi ~Y we were· following 
produced'.' a . tl'l:ijtant crash after a sh6rt 
intervai}-At t~l~ stage it was considered 
wise to l>elay· the man who Vias digging lest 
tho f'loor should coliapse taking him with 
it, 

It was no:!;•lcing uerore We had brolcen 
through·. A small squeezo was v-isilHe, 
which led into a large rocky chaml)er. We 
wore in the·top corner and there was obviousl~ 
a pit9h to bn neuotiated. 

EXPLOR1~T;J:ON 

Peter Goddard v,as· the 1'irst to go 
down. I ti ·was just as well that v,e had 
cleared the en.trance until it lo'Jlced easy 
because we f'oUlld that in actual f'act it was 
a tight and alcw!J-rd squeeze. Anxiously v,e • 
waited f'or the .report .from the bottom. ·,!e 
1·,ere soon to learn Lhut the chrn,iber led onwards 
into a passag!J. I ,i,ent dovm next and f'ound 
myself climbing·down the side or a rocky 
chamber of ample· proportions. 'The pi tell ·.vas 
2Of't and except· f'or the :).ui tial squeeze, 
was ''very eaeiy. 

I non led the way intb the passage, the 
floor o.r which was steeply inclined and 
deeply rdtt~d. T~e surface was covered with 
slippery mud and uns_tahle scree. A blaclc 
pit covered·the _width of' the paseage. The 
next man now began his descent, dislod3ing 
a boulder that swept past ll.S to disappear 
into the darkness below. 
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lie all moved more cautiously now,as 
there were numerous loose rocks to bo 
removed for ones safety. It was possible 
to traverse over the pit and reach the 
far side. The view was of a pitch some 
thirty feet deep at one end or a rift. 
The boLtom of the rift sloped to the 
right down a muddy bank. 

More J.adder was brought down, 
together with some wooden bars for a 
sLand off' nt Lhe top. At about 151't down 
one could come off the ladder onto a 
ledge covered with loose rocks. It proved 
better to go along the ledge and down the 
rock, rather than uso the ladder which 
hung betw~0n two flakes. 

From the top of the mud banlt I saw a 
large chamber, the end of which was too 
f'ar off f'or me to distinguish with my 
head lrunp. The rest of the party arrived 
and we all sot orf dowm1ards. 

Half' way down the chamber we saw a 
skelcLon which we assumed to be Lhat of' a 
sheep. Further searching revealed more 
bmnes poking through tho mud. The lower 
part of Lhe chamber had a small passage 
lc:::ding downwards. '£his led us into a 
pasr,age with a heavy drip froin one cor•ner 
of the roof', The way became tight and we 
reared that it would stop progress. 
However, we went through the drainpipe to 
a wider portion which contained much 
limi:Jstone grit, hard f'ossil bodies lef't 
when the sorter more soluble rock had 
be.;n dillsolved away. This marked the end 
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of' exploration in this direction. In 
the floor we had a view "into a low 
passage with a small stream which would 
need digging. There was also a small gap 
on the right side at roof' level blocked 
by mud. 

Back in the chamber we started to ;took 
around. There was two possible digs on 
the same side some f'if'ty f'c..it apart. -The 
roof' at the other side of' the chamber crone 
down very low. I went in this direction 
because there appeared to be a short thick 
stalagmite. On getting closer it looked 
like a rock, so was passed by. -Beyond was 
a small pool with· water dripping f'rom an 
aven above. Then Pete shouted that he hod 
found a human -aku:i.1: We all went over and 
found that it was the object that I had 
mistalcen f'or a stalagmite. Next to this 
almost complete skull was a half' skull, 
split ·rrom no sc to basal region along the 
suture. This f'ind started an intensive 
search f'or bones.'A f'ew f'eet away we f'ound 
another skull. 

The 11hole of' thi"s chamber appeared as 
a a charnal house with human bones, animal 
bones and 011tlers strewn haphazardly about. 
Below the second pitch we f'ound another 
skull cop embedned in thin calcite. 

The next day tlike Rennie started a survey 
which ended at the bottom of' Bone Chamber. 
Thia gave ua a length of 250ft and a depth of' 
lOOf't f'rom the entr011ce. Digging was also 
car·ried out on the second day at the- ·rower 
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point of' the· c hilmber; JI ore large amoU11 ~a of' 
rock collops'ea with a deafening roar into a 
deep hblc to'hoif fill it and obstruct the 
way iii to two, s111all passages that· Teihy Kni bb s 
had prev1·ously ·observed· leading of'f' • at .'tf?e 
bottom. 'l'he collapse f'ormed a sort of' alcove. 
Fr~m 1il lon~ VjflY. above was ,a small .f'al);- of' 
walie'r'~ The' rock which had collapsed vh1s 
part o:(' the 'bedrocl{ tHat bod been dissolved 
away ru1d ondor;cut. 

J\N J~11USlNG HIClD.1!:N'l' 

On our return home that w00lc-0nd we 
decided :t6'"ih:C'ot1n the press. As a 1•esult 
small j:,aragropl_la ~ppeared iri some of.-tho 
daily rlna evi:itiink p~pcrs. B:B. c. T€llcvisioh 
were aisg irlf'~~~ed·and when the wo~an the 
oLhcr end 11ho \ras·.rcceivillg the mes'sage 
was told 6:r· the· bones, her only cdmn1cP.t was 
"how 1,oi riblo". It secmi'ld that the B. B. C. 
was more interested in sensational crime 
than in impor:tunt archaeological discoveries. 

'1'he discovery was mode nt the time o:f 
the Bristol taxi murder. Our current 
secretary ,Richard Woollocott, Vlho lcnew 
nothing of' the activities in London, 
woo making a journey !'rom Bristol to 
Blqgdon by bus •ihen a police car d_rcw in 
f"ron t. Tho sergi;,~n t boarded the bus and aslced 
:for the secretary by name. Richard went with 
the 'police wi Lbout put ting up any resistance. 

Apparc,1tly the B. B. C. had asked the police 
about the bones to check if' it wis a hoax, 
The policeJ{Jlew nothing and so hod nslrnd • at 
Cnarterhdusc where the,v might rind the club 
secretary. 'l'he police ha~c since asked 
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that they be in,f'ormed of' the discovery 
of any humnh remains of' what ever age, 

The weck..'.end :f6llowitJg the dil,covery 
Dr,Tratman went doWn to con:firm that tho 
human remains wore very old, Ph~tograph~ 
wore taken and on attempt was made to get 
into the passngos under. the collapse of 
rock. Thie was unsuccesful owing to tho size 
of the boulders. 

After the others had departed Sitflon 
Knight induced mo to help him dig out the 
tunnel lending from the top o:f the mud 
elope by the second pitch. While digging 
we cruno ncroee rotten \Vood and what appeared 
to be rotten rope. A:fter about an· hour Simon 
woe able to wriggle through into a high 
rift. The passage was relativt:ly clo··.n but 
locked formations.· At the end we :found a 
small stream which I :followed down to a 
tight squeeze. The :far eido was a pitch, 
the top o:f• the small vmter:fall we had 
found earlier. Thie extension added, about 
100ft to the long th or tho pot, malcing' it 
between 350 and 4oort 1n length. 

The points now left :for possible 
oxtensionare the bot tom o:f the wator:fall 
and the lowest passage in the cave. 

At present one of'thD skulls :from 
Bone Chamber is in tlte Bi•i tish Museum :for 
Oarbon 14 dating. When we know tho result 
then arrangements for ~ec1,1ring the entrunce 
from collapse w,111·.niive to be made. Wo do not 
e.e yet knb\v Ylhether a lock will be required, 
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A short time ogo I was fortwiate 
enough to see Gerold Platten and his 
Mendip !~otes. lie had the Ubley Hill 
Shilke hole marked with a note to the 

ef'fect that,,it -had subsided lOfeet up 
to 1949, The hole must have developed 
quickly in recent 'years, 

CAVES AND SWJ\LLETS OF EAST MENDIP 

by Dave Mitchell 

During the past :(ew-years Alan Cowley 
and mysel:f have carried out excavation □ 
and res0arch on a number of.• caves and 
swallets on Eastern Mendip, tho result 
being four minor discov~ries~ 

Elli CAVE or FORDBURY BOTTW CAVE 

Our :first introduction to this cave 
was in 1956. It was shown to us ·by 
Mr. L.M. Browne ·or Frome, who had 
pr~vio~sly cat'ried out excavations there, 
but had not entered anything new, 

•rhe cave is situated in a valley known 
as Murder Coombe or Fordbury Bottom and is 
about three miles from Frome. Entry to the 
cave is gained by climbing onto a rock shelf 
where a small hole is seen, On passing 
through one enters a large ri:ft with the 
floor falling awey and the roof rising 
sharply. Ttrere are numerous roof passages 
which close in arter a short diP.t,-.Qc0, 
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Following tho tloor down the lo:fty 
rift is entered, which on our :first visit 
ended on thq tpp o:f a bould~r pile, at the 
:foot of a rock wall. High above us, :firmly 
fixed in the roof' was a crowbar, put there 
for reasons unknown to us, then and f)OW• 

A week later we started excavations at 
~he rock wall, dumping al1 excavated material 
lnto a small chamber in the side of the main 
rfft. A:fter the removal of much spoil a smal1. 
ri:rt·was :found, blocked by a very large 
boulder. Aprirt :from this boulder it appeared 
\o be clear and after banging it with a large 
hannner we broke it up and removed it, A small 
\tole appeared ·and after much grunting and 
shoving I managed to squeeze through into an 
extension o:f the main ri:ft~ it was about 30:ft 
1n length and 8ft wide, and to my suprise 
filled With water wnich on looking into, 
appeared to be deeper than me, which accounted 
for the sudden halt in exploration, The water 
was crystal clear and the noor which consist­
ed of rubble could be seen quite clearly, 
being e::.actly the same type o:f material we 
had already excavated, 

A mark was put at water level to ascert­
ain any change. At a later date it was :found to 
l-isc rn,d fnll uccordiiiu to wcmthcr conditions, 
in fact. after a very dry summer, 1 t was :found 
to be completely dry, although water wao 
still to be seen through the rubble :floor. 
We believe the water in the cave to be on 
the some level us the water in the stream 
running through the combe. This stream also 
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dries up in surnner and is known to 
sinlc i11 limestone higher up tile valley. 
No more excavating has been done although 
we re~visited the cave in August 1960. 

The excavated maLerial was f'ound to be 
quarry waute, which included bricks and 
tins,etc. 'l'hla was :fomid at the start.of' 
the <;1.ig right down to, the wutcr li,;ie and 
beyond. Why this cave should hove b~cti 
:filled in still remains a mystery. 

In this area veri/> :p tt"ie rcmain,s tl~o1; 
might be o:f interest to the caver. In t~e 
nef·t valley, (Mells Volley), a rising cun 
be· SC:Gn which pbssibl¥, corn;l'ects with Elm 
Cave but it has not ocen proved. 

'Dill'i_ng quUI'I'ying. •op~rations in the 
area oier.the past f'ew yeore, two caves 
hi:ive bee'n i'ound,"Cryetnl Pot" and a cave 
ih which th·1f remains of Mammoth were 
f'ound, b11t alas both have now been des­
troyed by quar:rying. 

Ml!!R:il: HE~ID QUAHRY DIG 

Our next e~cavation took place ill 
a quarry at· the ofiopto~, Mallet end of' 
,,sbaml Woods, Very li Lt'le v,ork two b-.lcn 
carried out in the area although the 
M.N.R.C. have excavated o rock shelter. 

'l'he dig was :found and started by 
Alan in a then disused quarry.-At o 
height of' about 2of't Up the f'ace can be 
seen cave :formations and culci te dcposi ts, 
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·Which follow the dip of the- strata d01m 
to clieoppem' in the quarry floor. '£hie 
is the-point were excavation started. 
After the removal of tons of displaced 
rock by Allen, a small rift could be seen, 
which with the aid of a hummer and much 
digging was followed dowb for six f~ot. 
At this point it became too tight to dig 
wid excavations had to be abandoned, 
although if' v,ork should be resumed by the 
quarry, progress along this line v,ill be 

,closely observed by us. 

In the immediate vicinity there is 
nothing of' any importance to the caver 
and as in the voley of Elm Cave a stream 
running the length of the valley in winter 
sinks further up into limestone in the 
summe1•. On the other side of the valley 
is a roclc shcl tor, lcnown as Whi tc Womans 
Cave, which should repay the archacologit>t 
I have tnlccn po ttory from this· cave to the 
late Hr. Balch. 

HOL\VELL HIFJ' 

Af'ter our unsuccx·ssf'ul attempts·at 
Mere head Quarry, wo tu1·11cd our attentions 
to srnne field survey work. Whilst carrying 
out a survey of the Holwoll area, we heard 
rumours via the police and Mr.L.~•. Brovme, 
of a deep "pothole", suddenly boing observed 
in a noarby disused· quarry. 'l'his was the 
start of' a mad rush to be the f'irst to get 
down it. We eventually f'ound it in an area 
previously covered by us, when there had been 
no indication of' any hole whatsoever. After 
a quick surf'uce survey v,e decided it needed 
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ladd..irs and ropes, 'J'llcse we quickly obtuinod, 

Afto1' 11\oking L110 toJ..) or th~ rirt sofo, 
by removing small stunes and turf' etc., the 
1'irsL descent was started. ,\1'ter goillg down 
1'or about 35ft we reached o boulder choke 
that seemed to be the bottom. After some 
machariical persuasion, however, i.e,Allen, 
boulders could be heard to be falling away 
below. Suddenly parts of the floor on which 
we had previously bL:en standing gave way 
to reveal a deep de.rlc. hole. Taking a second 
lii'elino from the surface we agoin descended 
and dropped another 30ft to lund once again 
on a boulder pile. Further efforts were 
Lnadvis.1bl<J owing to the dangerous nature 
of Lile rift above. No indication us to the 
formation of this rift could be found, but 
it is def'initely not mined, There were no 
f.rmations of any type to be seen, No· 
further visits huvo u~u11 made by uo siuce 
9th Juue 1961. 

In this area is to be fow1d a cave 
which has been dug at intervals by 
various people, but nothing has been 
m1Lerecl, We ourselves hove don..i quite a 
bit cf Vlorlc on this cave anl think that with 
some more digging it could well develop into 
somethihg of importance. Legend has it that 
it is tho entrance to a passage leading to 
Nun1113y Castle". ·AJ.Ji digg1.mr in this cave hos 
now bean stopped by the te"'"'"'t -6>-. rme.r. 

PI'l'1'EN L'l'R.6..;'.l' li111\LLE'l' 

PltLen Street, is an active swallet, 
ancl it can 'be found taking wnt er summer and 
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winter, It is known by many cavers und 
bas defied entry to them all. Af'ter 
looking at it we obtained permission to 
dig, and excavations were started at 
once. 

There were two st room entrtmccs to 
be seen, \Vo' dug and hammered in both places 
for n cohsHl.l?rablo time, but eventually 
had to give i.n owing to large overhead 
moving rbcks. Worlt wus then started on a 
shclcc hol~ further up and above one of' the 
entrances which at a depth of five or six 
:foot entered a silt filled passage in which 
h very good f'lint arrow head wa'S f'ound. 

Although.water ran in at both entrauces 
there was no trace of' it in the new 
pnesnge, nor could it be heard whun 
diverted down alternative erttran~ea. 
This pa""Ssage, af'ter much ef'fort, closed 
in too tight to continue the dlg. 

Not yet beaten we enlisted tho ser­
vices of a water di virring friend ,·,ho 
traced the stream some considernble 
distance across the field, saying that 
there was plenty of' water flowing away in 
the direction of a rising which comes out 
on the other side of' the valley about one 
mile mncy. After our f'riends water di vi11ing 
we continued work on tho moot promlsi11g 
of' the otream entrances. 'l'hia had ·to be 
abandoued one~ ~gain as the way wns blocked 
by rocks which nocdcd bloating. A FtrwJ l 
strean passage could be seen f'alling away 
sharply. 
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We huvu visited Lhis r;wallet many 
tlmes since but no more work has been 
carried out by.us. Blasting may be the 
key to a new very wot system. 

DOWNrlEAlJ SHJ\LLE'l' 

Af'Le1• our aLtempts at Pitton Street 
we turned our attention to another. 
known swalle t, that of' Downhead. Here we 
did not get very f'ar owing to exLr, .. uc 
tightness just inside the entrance. In 
addition from the amount of' silt etc. 
at tne entrance it app-:iured thaL it had 
been used ao a rubbish tip by the local 
inha.bitunta. (Not of' the cove, the village). 

The next swallet to be visited by us 
was Wi thybrook, an acti vo one in the Stoke 
Lone area, '£his had already been entered 
by Mr •. L.M.Browne of' Freme some years 
bof'ore without a great deal of' work. 
Some excavation had been done in tnis cave 
but owing to the dangerous condition of' the 
roof', and the dreaded tightness, very 
little had been done. 

During our touriet trip we noticed a 
silt :filled passage betw.;en roclcs, leading 
of'f' the main rif't. 'l'his on our next visit 
we removed, together wiLh and accumulation 
of' rocks und debris. Entry was g,;dned into 
a smull rif't at tho end of' which was a 
mud bank. This was speedily pushed downwards 
accompanied by shouts of' "we' r•e in" f'ollowed 
by moans f'rom tho oLher member of' L1,e party 
whose size was much bigger than the opening, 

From this point the cave dropped almost 
vertically f'or 30f'L dol"m a very tight rlf't to 
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an active streamway below. 'l'his is the 
first time tho sbream has ovor been 
roachod, although it hna been.heard in 
ono Clthor part of the cave. I't may be 
possible to force art on try into the 
s troam passnge, al though it wi 11 be tt 
vory difficult mid clnngc1'ous tnsk owing 
to the. tight sqvee zo at the top or the 
ri:ft-like chimney. If this stream pr.issago 
coulcl be forced it shoulcl b·e possible 
to get into .a very largo system as it 
probably joins tho other streams in the 
nren on their w2.y to st.Dunstm1' s Woll'. 
This hos not yot bocn concluoively 
proved. Withybrbok holds great promise 
for the future nncl there is much to be 
clone. 

Further excavation has resulted in 
an entry into the stream passage·. After 
approximately nine ~eet it wns found to 
be blocked by large boulders vii th the 
strcron running between them; 

STOKE LANE AREA 

Much of the work o:f oxplorr..tion nnd 
excP.vation in this area has boon carried 
out by Allrui Cowley and myself on 
woekday evenings, 

At week-ends when not nt tho cottage 
at Chartorhouso, we hr.vo continued with 
excr.ivat ··ons at Brovme' s Hole. 'l'hi s has 
rosultod in the almost complete excavation 
of tho main paseago. It is now in its final 
st Ages and during it a hwnnn skeleton has 
been founcl. 1'No other broak-tlll'oughs have 
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b~cn mnd.o, one ofi' \.ho Parau.0 in l\rowm:' o 
\\o1.o und. the other dug wi \.h k'.r. Sl.ock' s 
kind. l'crmission, hns resulted in the 
d.iscover-;(,of u beo.\ltifully decorated 
chumber. This is d.oscri bed. elsewhere in 
this l'Ublicut\on. 

Other •digging in the area has resulted 
in the opening of a ne,1 streoin entrance 
\.o Stoke Lnnc Slacker. This cntrnnce has 
been l'artly opened. before but not to such 
an ~tent. ln \,inter it should t::-.ke nli 
the 's\.remn, lenving the main entrc11ce u.ry. 

Di1ming \ms also b1 1.m <10110 at, 
\\un \.i.ug Lodge Swo.llet. 'rhi s is Li. ruclt 
shrtft ',)e.rtly q_uo.rried and pt~rt1.y n::\tural. 
l t \\us i.n the pnst tuken o. great •leal of 
water, and. is thought to have a connection 
with Bro~me~>S Hole. Excavutions \w.v•.:) 
revca1:cd nothing as yet although a depth 
of 'forty feet below the level of tile 
surrounding field. has been reached.. F•Jr 
yec.rs this ·S\11allet has been used as a refuse 
t.i\> and everything imaginable from empty 
\.ins to an old. car h~.s been dug out. "rhie 
is an important dig and it is hol)ed I.hat 
mu.ch work will be d.one on it in \.he ful.ure. 
ln thia area there are t-;10 active swallete 
=d other promising digs. 

'rhis concludes our uccount of work donc1 
on Eastern \\end.ip but l..11ere is still much leO 
to do. In the near future we hope to h-, able 
to Wl'ite another report of I\.C.G. wol'k on Ea~ 
Uernli.p, 
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IlUSU EXPEDI'l'ION 1961 

by Richurd Woollacott 

Dis~~trous is the only printable 
language to describe the' sturt of oul' 
trip. Thd four of us, John Green, Tony 
Noble, Peter Dyar end myself arrived in 
Irclancl. ~o discover that ;ln all.the fuss 
and bother I hb.cl lost the'· document cnse 
in which were all the h1nps and gen on 
caving. This mount thut we had no idea 
where to find the cuves 1au ho.J?ua to 
visit. A _quantity of draft Guinness made 
the J)roblem look leso fcirmidnble though, 
rmd we· sut off for County Sli"go;· 0:ur first 
day was thereforu tnkan up by' ga.t'ting to 
ou1• campsite anu. setting up camp. 13y· a 
stroke of luck _we picked tl)c right area 
to stop in, at n little Village culled 
Ballinfiud. Wu spent thEf' next aay i.n the 
town of Sligo gnthcr:l.ng i.nformntioil in the 
County Library and' questioning, the, locals·. 
Here I must expln'in that th'e I'rish arc 
probnl>ly the most helpful people you could_ 
find;· 'rhey were quite willing to. spend ·nn 
hour or more introducing us to ali their 
friends v>ho might know nn!,rthing about the 
caves, ltrmed with pngcs 01' llotes we prepnred 
to explore on the followiI'lg day. We first 
turned·our attention to Bricklieve llountain. 
A vel'y helpful fa11nur insisted upon walking 
a good mile up the mountain to point out 
some coirns. 'l'hosc ure in ·a very g0od state 
of 11rcsel'vution nnd worth looking ot. lie told 
ufl of u large shake hole which vie eventually 
fow1ii.. This was only a blocked al'ched 
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bcc11 mndc, one 01'1' the Par:-1de in l11•ow11u 'o 
Hole ond tile other clug with Mr. S toclc' s 
kind permission, hos resulted in tho 
discovory·,or o beautii'ully decorated 
chamber. Thie ie- described olsm,hcre in 
this publictltion. 

Other •digging in tho area hos resulted 
in the opening di' o no\7 stream entre.nce 
to Stolce Lune Slacker. This entrance !las 
been portly opened bei'ore but not to such 
an e.."'l:tent. In winter it should tnke nll 
the stream, leaving the main entr .. nce clry. 

Die,Jillg has al BO b, UIJ do11c U I; 
Hunting Loclge Swollet. 'l'his is ti rode 
sh'li't partly quarried and p.!rtly natural. 
It hus in the past tnlcen o great deal of' 
wotor, and ie thought to have o connection 
with Bro~mel,s Hole, Excavations h:•vu 
reveal'ecl nothing as yet al though a depth 
of' f'orty- i'eet below the luvel of' tho 
surrounding i'ield hae bc,en roached, F•.>r 
yeure this ·ewallet has boon used as a ref'usc 
t,.ip ond everything imaginable :from empty 
tine to an old car hae been dug out. Thie 
is an important dig and it is hoped that 
much work will be done on it in the f'uture, 
In this ar..ia there are t,10 active ewallots 
c.ncl' other promising cligs. 

This conclude a our Hccoun t of' work done I 
on Eastern llendip but there ie still much len 
to do. In the near f'uturu we hope to bu able 
to write another report of' M.C.G. wor!c on Ea~ 
Uenclip. 

39. 

IHISll EXPEDITION 1961 

by Richard Woollacott 

Die:~utroue ie the only printable 
language to describe the start of our 
trip. The f'our of' us, 'Johh Green, Tony 
Noble, Peter Dyer e.nd myself' nrri ved in 
Irolana to discover that ;ln ·all.the i'ues 
and bother I hhcl lost :tho'· document cnse 
in which were all the htnps ru1d gen on 
caving. This mount that we )lad no idea 
where to f'ind the caves \-,c, hopua to 
visit. A _quantity of' dr'nf't -Guinness: made 
the problem look less f'ormidnble though, 
ru,d we sot of'f' f'or county Sli·go.·· Oµr f'irst 
duy was thereforu tnlcen up by get'tii1g to 
our cnmpsi tu Rnd setting up camp. !ly· n 
stroke of' luck ~e picked t~e right area 
to stop in, at n litt1e·v111ag6 called 
Ballinf'iad. We spent the-- next doy i-n the 
town of' Sligo gath9:d.nts i.nf'ormatioil in the 
County Library and questionihg, the, locals·. 
Here I muet explnin that tht> I'rish Ell'O 

probably the most helpful people you could 
f'ind;· 'l'hey were quite willing to-· spend irn 
hour or more introducing us to ali their 
f'riends vlho might lcnow r.nything about the 
caves, Armed with pnges of' liotes we prepared 
to explore on the f'ollowirig day. We f'irst 
turned ·our attention to Bricklieve Mountain. 
A very helpful f'nnnor insisted upon walking 
o goo cl mile up the mountain to poln t out 
some cairns. 'l'hcsc ure in ·o V!Jry good state 
of' 11rcs.ervution nncl worth looking at. lle tolcl 
us of' o large shake hole which v,c eventually 
f'ow1d, This was only a l.Jlocked a1•ched 
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ent1•w1co and u1'ter some uLtempt ut digging 
we decided that it v1ould require more time 
than we hud al. our disposal. We then 
decided to move on to tho Kesh urea. 

On the side 01' Keshcorran Mountain 
there is a vertical cli1'f with many cave 
entrances, but we had estublished from 
the locals that they were only inter­
connecting rifts in the rock. We therefore 
spent the af'ternoon in the valley tracing 
streams und lukes. Unfortunntuly tliis 
yielded no reuul ts. On !,he f'oJ.J owing day 
we out t11rough Guevugt, J.ool<lng 1'01• d 
stream which we had been told disappeared 
in the grdund. We in terupted our j•Jurney 
to i11spect a dry swallet by the side of 
the road.' We moved a few rocks und decided 
that it would make a promising dig 1'or a 
future expedition. A few hours work might 
open up u cave. This·swallet was culled 
Cave 'Jl', w,d its map reference is 840197. 
Still in search og the disappearing river 
we left the road, and proceeding up a 
cart track, we found a possible dig ~t 
Ref.836212. This may be Collie's Ho~d. 
It is a rift some 1'iftc,rn fo. t duep, 
but does not 'go'. About 201't S.W. ts 
a small but active sinlt. Back on the main 
traclt a·t Jl.cf. U3·1 207, wu round u lttrgc 
shake hole which we called Cave 'c'. 'l'his 
is about 401't in diameter and situated 100 
l'ee- t 01'1 the traclt on L11c righ I. hand side 
coming I'rom Geovagh. We then vlcnt to the 
top of' the 111001•0 and discovered at Ref. 
837206 a large double ohakehole surrow1ded 
by a barbed wil•c f'once. We called thie Cave 
'D'. 
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'l'he :following day we rctui:,ncd to 
Cave C. Af'ter descending the sides of' 
the hole, we entered quite a f'air size 
chamber. '£his lead into another chamber, 
tho :floor of' which ·was strewn with rubble. 
'l'hero was no apparent WflY on, so w1 th 
iittle time lef't we clecided to prose on. 

Cave 'D' is a. sort of double shake 
hole, The South West end did not appear 
to go, but at the othe1• end was an 
entrnnc~ into a lf'.t'ge chamber Hi th n very 
muddy :floor. First we descended a \'itch 
about 20:rt deep, but this did not go'. 
Traversing the top of' this pitch we f'Dund 
a tunnel leading off'. Thia continued via 
a :fairly sporting boulder choke crm,1 to 
another pitch, to a part ·of' the cave 
where many loose rocks made the place 
very unsa:ro. This pitch was now descencled 
and another pitch was :round in :front, at 
which point exploration ceased. 

Having obtained :from a local boy 
dircctl01?s :for f'indin•i( the disappearing 
river which had eacapecl us :for so long, 
after a great dcnl of' searching, we 
fow1d a stream which disappe2.recl into the 
ground as a beautiful swallet. The only 
trouble being, that it was onlY.. about six 
inches in diameter. Af'ter a ~rent deal of' 
consideration , we decided that bhia was 
not the one for which we were loolcing ! 
We pressed on, ancl r:;oon row·1d a very strong 
atreorn. '£his dlaappearecl into a perf'ect nnd 
this time man size awallet. 'l.'his is nt Map 
Ref'.842200 and was dubbed Cnve 'E'. The 
entrance is about se'{en :feet high ancl three 
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feet wide. 11fter splashing along the strewn 
passage, we reached a short climLi .. ule ,,_L tc,1. 
'l'hi& leci . i11to u narrow ri:rt with the stream 
running at the bottom. The main stream :from 
the·enLrunce eame down as u wnter.foll over 
a small passage which continueu. on clown. 
Pete1• courageo~1s1.y volunteered to look at 
this. This loo on to another watcr:fr,11 
and still went :further. It was now quite 
lLte in the cloy, oncl we le.rt the cave 
si11ce t t woulu. not have bee11 wise to 
cross the boggy m&or~ after dark. We 
were very sorry that we had not. :round 
the caves e,1rlier in the· week as we now 
had no time le:ft f'or a :fuller exploration.. 
110 resolved to carry the projec-t :further 
t11e -following year. 

TJIE .lsVOLUTION OF· 'l'HE l,1ENDIP hREA 

by Burry Ottewcll 

'l.'he main structural :feature o:r the Mendip 
area is Lhat o:r i'our pcriclinea. 'l'he oxes 
are arranged en echelon in approximately 
an East - I/est di1•uct1on. This arrangement 
dii'f'ers :from the older Bath and 8evern axes 
which show a predom:iJ1 nntly North - ~out,1 
alignment .• Movement about these two axes 
occurred throughout much. o:r the period since 
the Caledonian Orogeny, whilst the Mendip 
aXis., which is generally correlated with 
the l\rmorican ea:i'th movementa, appears to 
have been rclaLively siab1e since ;!jhnt time. 
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The oldest rocks in the Mendip 
area aro the Silurian, exposed 111 the 
cone of Beacon Hill. The rock is 
quarried for road stone in the huge 
Hoon Hill Quarry. Host of tho ·obse1;vablo 
roclc is an attract! ve pyroxenci-andesi te 
with appreciable traces of copper. Thiij 
is intrudecl into mudstones of \l'enlock -
Age. The Old Red Sandstone of tho ••ondip 
area lies unconfdrmaoly on the SiluriB.11 
and is apparently of Up~,er O.R.S. age. 
Red shales, sandstones and coarse 
congl meratos occur. The rocks arc found 
in tho cones of all four periclines(i.e. 
Blacl(down, Pen 'Hill, North Bill and 
Beacon Hill). The depositional· conditions 
of these rocks •,rnre those of rapid 
deposition in shallow cuvettes of 
relatively freshl'lnter. Fossils ::-.re t'are, 
fishes being practically the 0•1ly foseils 
found. Sedil11cntation cbntinued uninterruptoLl 
into the Carboniferous ngo •in this area. 

The Carboniferous rocks were first 
zoned by Vaughen in his classical paper 
on the Avon Gorge section .. Li tho logical 

:~~~:~:!~; ~::f~r a~~e:l i~:U~h t~a~:hen I s 
original classification haa been amcn<led 
and improved upon, his scheme of zones 
based on coral-brachiopod asscmblag"s is 
still used. The basal beds of the limestone 
series in this area are, however, usefully 
lithologically separated by the limestone 
shales. These characteristically fonn the 
loYI marshy ground between the Old Red 
Sandstone and limestone proper (Mountain 
Limestone of older literature). 
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Va1·iution in lithology in the 
limestone is great, with dolomites, 
chinastoncs, cherty beds, algal 
limestones and so on, developed 
locally.· Many horizons are e;ttrer·.cly 
fossiliferous though others show an 
amazing lack of fossil material. 
Sedime,ntation during these times 
was in a relatively shallow sea which 
deepened to the south. The oonditiona 
usually associated with limestone 
de_posi t.ior are warm clear seas, 
though much of the deeper water f'acies 
are very impure an<l ,:ark co:j.oured 
.(e.,g. the Z beds of Mendip). The 
dolomites in the lDnestone may bo due 
to pane-contemporaneous dolomitization 
which has been suggested to have 
occurred in very shallow landloclce<l 
seas. 111 parts of' Mendip, fine graj,11ed 
grits succaGd the li~estone. Correlation 
with tho Millstone Grit·. of tlle Nor-th 
pf J);ngland is not however justified. 
Work on similar beds in the Bristol 
District has shown that these beds 
are a cliachronous sandy facies of 
the limestone .. -The seas continued to 
become shallower <luring Car' boni ferous 
times w1til conditions suitable !'or 
tne laying clown of Coal Measures 
occurrod. However, rapicl sedimentation 
in several subsiding basins caused 
great thicknesses of Lhe coal-measures. 

Vlith the advent of the Armorican 
earth movements, imposing mountain 
chains, were formed along East - West 
axes which were associatecl with thrusting 
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'1}d cmnpression zones.'The Bath and 
BeYern·r;co,althougn inf'luencing the 
new folding, were almost 10.at to t·he 
South ·of'-Mendlp'. Today we eoe onl.y ·the 
·tecnaina or these great ·mouptain . 
building ittovemont11 in the hills of' 
Xxmoor, The Quantboke and Mendip. 
Recent work has· !JU.SseetEJd that the 
l)evonian rocks of'· Exmooi:'"have been 
~hrust-over Carbonif'eroua rocka and 
\he m1l.'a11 .filtitorop ... at Cannington Park 

• 1e OV!'lr;!.ai·tl by Devoniru;i. The :rantastically 
pontorted i'ookll of' the coal .. m1;Ja1;Jurea 
ltl parta of' the Bristol Coalf'113lde 
~d in particular the· '.Farnborough 
Compression; tone bear w:1 tnesa to these 
llovementa. !!'he norti1eiln · limbs or each 
periciine.of the Mendipe_ail'sh~w 
steeper d1j_:;e• than the''• southern "li'inbs, 
With thrusting in plaoea. The· ahatterea 
~aee of' limestone at Vobater provides 

'11n example of this and an intoreating 
bpectacle o:C contorted rock, 

burihg New Red Sandstone.times the 
eidea of' the Mendip mciuritaina .. acffumuiiited 
gbeat scree slopes; which were later to 
become.the Dolomitic ·cohglomerate( a 
misnomei'· since th«j! r_oc)t is no.t essentially 
~olcmitic). Thia oonglomer~te grades 
11way into the red eliaie·a anU sandstones 
or the typical T1•ioaei'c. Tl\i!! period Warr 
one o:r corlaiclerable ·a·enudatiori o:C Men.dip • 
1he coureea o:C Triassic Volleys on the 
top o:C .Mendip con a till be ti'aced by the 
red 1'6cka •.. The Triaseic pe1•iod ·was :followed 
by gradua_l •sinking of moa,t o_r th€!· aroa and 
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subei.denee bemfo.tll the IJuro.seic Sea. 'Che 
unconformable relationship ,,C't.he ,Rba.e~i,c 
and Jurassic beds· are well seen in many: 
expoaures, purticulaily on Eastettl, Mendip. 
Thin residual Lias• beds' ·may still be seen 
in the Castle or <xini:Cort /ai;,ea. Tl\El R~atic 
:fissures in the·l:Lm~atone at Ho1we11 1 QUatry 
are world romouii"' Cor proyid.tiig tr.e taetb of' 
the :first tnB111111b.1e· '!'Micrple,stes'.'. • 

No Cretaci'~~'i,;~ or Tei'tiar~ rocks ha•o 
been recorddd in 't)ie:al'.ell BO it has 
p'rvb .bly beeo- a,la~d.rotlaa 'since the time <ar 
the Middle Jurassic;:, • 

The Minerru.lzat.ioll <1r. the areaba.e oot 
been dated, Aitho'ug'ri PJ:'ObabJ.y' ·associate_µ 
with the Armorican, ea:r;tli' movements{oompai,~ 
the De Ton and:_ CoI'n'<!al1:~eralizatl·on) .. 
though swnc writers havd oor,i'e1.iited it 
with the ~ertiary, 

CLIFFORD'S CAVE.'· IJSVON 

b~ Chris Re~nolds 

A J.arge number o:f cavers .who ha.{.e 
visited Devon may well have lei't witb tbe­
impreasion that ,_all the_'_caves in ·this .area 
consist 01' large chambe~s conhected by l-0\v 
crawls. Recefftly a cave has been diac.o-vered 
at Chudleigll which is-. an exception to. this 
ru1e, 

"CJ.ii'i'ord' s Cave" iil' situated in the 
pJ.easent wooded gorge of' the Ji.ate Brook, 
on the opposite bank to the well known 
"Pixies Hole". A low entrance under a tree 
leads to a small J.ow-roo1'ed chamber. At 
the back of this there la a stroogl.y roade 
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'lroodcn uoor which waa conet-ructed by tho 
local \llldertok.er. Thia door closes \be 
~assage dug out by -Jim Simona and Alab 
Sivyer. They removed the minimum quanlity 
91' dry flrucy mud and. leaving a large . 
boulder• -produced an exo~ilent squeeze. 
neyond, the low -passage ~idena sl1ght1y 
aml has been nomad. the "Baoond Day• 
Ohamber". A fUrther trenob• excavated with 
the loving carevof a true caver,ia almost 
as tight as the ·nrst, and. _leads into 
"Boulder Chamber" :which is all of ten: 1'oet 
wide and about twenty ~e~t long. It is 
~ossible to stand here. Wou1d-be explorers 
o.re warned to make the most of this 
<1pportunity. 

"Promise Passage•i starts well. The 
roomy passage in the rar wall or the cham~er 
alloWl3 a .fair rote. Qf'. progresS' and 1 t is · 
)ossl.blo to crawl.in.com~ort llntil the flrBt 
bend. At tb1.a polnt the mu.d ~ioor is replaced 
by river grave1 which·gots sharper as one 
proceeds. 

Eventually one comes to the "Small G.rotto" 
(no comment). A stream can be heard· behind a • 
ooulder on the right, and by squ~e zing .over it 
one enters tho tortuous "Paradise Stream 
fnssage" , so-called because you cari go for 
about 120 feet without getting very wet. At 
the end tbore 10· n tlght duck which is bailad 
Vii th the biggest chornber in the cave and which 
leads ton promising ·dig. 

Returning to the main passage the caver 
w\.11 notice that the stony floor is Occl:\sion­
ally ru11evdd by very solid rock und, in one 
ptace, by a plensent squeeze on soft muO. 
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After about· 100 rt' the ptissage • rorks·i 
the right hand braiicfr lle~1'1g ¢a'.l.led. 
"Razor Pasedge' 1 hlid ~he :cit'her "Gath.I. 
edral Paseage" ~· 'Th'e':'Hite'r t·esemblee 
the nave of a· cathedral 'in all' 
parHcularll e:xc¥p~ oh 7,,.~L~S:iz~·.• 
The circular tuHe,., ~~~~;• ttic:n _thrt!e , 
feet in diamem(;lr, • haEl"a·'harrow etroam 
trench in th!3 fl6orj 'Th~··sides''of ttiie 
trench slope l1.1st, ~po· ii{uch' to a]..low 
crawling an« the. trendn itsclf''h just 
too nurrow to gets 9.ne boots;~ut ~g~in. 
After a.hundred f~ut,a snort, ~ight 
hole, "Bloody ~assage" ;•:i~•passea··on '.~h~ 
left, beyond wliich one '·tlxudes • throu'gl1·' ttle 
"Tubes" and urri.ves at the "Main· Stre~ 
Sink". Here. 1 t is again pos11i.ble to 
stand up., 01\e At .a time. Th~- roof 
pocket whiqh,alloWs this is so re'strict.eti 
in size that· the·. fod1,1I1a'te' ca\fer ·has· t<1 
return to floo~ ifvel ··to. b11aath 8 ~ 

It is poss11l\e.·to cra)·11.ir1 ·tne 
stream until a dry oxbow is reached. 
Beyond the roof is lower and proport­
ionately wetter~ Soo~ ons .. hus tho choico 
of u low wet squeeze ,,in the strorun loading 
to "Martin's Chember" 1. :where it is ju.st 
possible ·to turn round, l1nd an: ~ven lower 
squeeze in mud •. To .go 'th1'ougb :this one hiill 
to remove.ones helmet·and· push the slimy 
mud aside \·11th tno huir. Thot:ic who go 
thrtiugh this filthy-procedure huve the 
pleasure of reaching the.poorly:docorated 
"'£ermiuul Chomber" in a few yurds. • Thero 
i e room to ai t here und freeze· while rocoT­
oring breath before returning tha wey one 
has come. 
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Returning to "Razor Passage" one f'inds 

that it ls of' crawlable size, despite the 
knife-like blades of' rock which adorn the 
'!falls. Soon one finds oneself' in a , ••Jr::tsa 
of sticky mud which covers everything. 
However, the sound of' running water con 
be heard disappearing down a narrow cfack. 
The ice cold wat•r enters through a slot 
at the back of a crystal-clear pool. 
Thia la "Jim.' a Despair". Rverybody can 
get their bead and shoulders through the 
slot and into another pool beyond, but 
only a select f'ew can then turn lef't and 
get round the sharp corner. Those who 
fail to get through have to retreat. 
Unfortunately, during their unsuccessful 
attempt, the water has risen about six 
inches. On retreating downhill they are 
followed by a minor tidal wave, doustng 
their lornps. For the lucky?? ones who 
get through there is the second half of 
the squeeze to,tackle. Thia is only a 
six inch air apace and this rapidly 
decreases when the crack is entered. It 
is impassable when the stream le flowing 
fast. 

Beyond the double squeeze la the 
"Wormhole". Thia ls a small but well 
lubricated horizontal tube, the stream 
entering through a crevice a short 
distance along, beyond which it i.s. 
just slimy. There are a number of 
natural hazards, the moat cunning being 
at "Castration Corner". Beyond the 
11Backscratcher" there 1 a yet another 
squeezewhich leads to a low bedding plane 
of very limited extent which has a few 
etollctites. A passage leads off to the right. 
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Thie is f'lµoded.Witn ·very_:f1u·1a, mug.' tind 
anyone who 111 ehdi to·. dig a'tt~1e- end •is mo·re 
than welcome. Returning, the 'ba.dk .view of. 
"Jim's Despuir 11 'i,s· deprceis-1:i:ig• aritJ.'everi the 
f'ar;t that _on:e has been ·thr_q'ugn_ ,t,he .~.tJie.r 
way does- I)~t .. dispel· the f'"e'.J,,ip_g· _;tha~-- :I, t: _1 a 
an impassable sump. In .ac't.ua-.i-·rctct it· is 
easier to retl.tl'n a1f alf-th.e·'·s'i:it _polle.cted 
in the "Wormhc>°le(,· ·1·11: wa-s°11e.d ''oft.;; This· i'1f;· 
however, no' calise 'for a ¢elel:iration ·aa· the 
wet boiler stilt ·.iicioii: picks up· another' to·aa. 
in the entrhhc·e· s'q,ueezes. ·The· usua).· •• 
procedure on emerging htto· the outside 
world is t.9 make Ei beeli~a fol' .a l'eel 
pool in the !\cite 'Br9ok;· • 

This eho_rt·. diciscr'i.pti_on or a most 
unusual cave may ·we11·nave wetted.your 
1.p_pot1 to . . Wou_ld be.· vi·s1 tori;'. shou1d be· 
warned that at ldaa~~hlf of the ~avers who 
have visited t!ie· cave· havi3 b'.:;en heard to 
say "never again"· as they· staggered from 
its lowly po·rt-ril with mor.e thllll ·their 
•~potit6 ·~etted. • 

Detailed accounts or _the ei(plore.ti.011 
of tne cnve aro given by Jim Simons- in· 
the Devon Spelaeological S_o,ciety Nowsletters 
Nos 66 and 72. A ,{'ur,t~er- !1Cc.oµnt will· give· 
details oi' the survey and also of!.\ numJ)er. 
of suocess:fu~ fluorescein tests·which 
have b(~n carried out. • 
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AN ACCUMULATOR CHARGING SET 

'BY Anthony J, Knibbs 

During the past two years an increasing 
nunber or moin'bere· have adopted the use of' 
,eohargeab1e accumti1ators f'or -cave Jigh~ing 
~•quipment •. Thi !3 has -given rise· to a rising 
d8111and :!'Qr·· charging equipment. ThS-· types, or 

1
aocumu1ators·. beihg used' f'a11 -into two· 
distinct: groups:.-

(a) Minip~ Lamps having acid or 
alkaline e1ectrolyte, .. requiring a· charging 
ourrentf'roilr to' 2 • to 3'. amps according to. tile 
mo.nufacturer. • • 

(b). Vciltabloc sealed accuinulatc;,rs in 
epecialli cobstructed equipin~nt requiring 
from 0.2 to o.8 amps charging current. 

It is diff'ic\JJ.t and. expepeivo. to 
purchase a charger to pr_ov:ide. tl)e curr.!mt 
ranges i'equi.red- wi.th sufficiently accur·ate 
tolerance. and·:met_ering~ Much. trbub}.e. ~a.· 
expensive outlay maf_be av~ided by making 
a charg'in·g set from mii table components 
obtainable' ·rrom many. radio and electrica:J.. 
dealers. The· cbst. of. such component_s 
should not exceed .two pounds or ·so.• 

CctlPOirENTS 
The f'unction of a charging set is as 

follows. Tho current f'rom the A.8. mains 
611pply is red into a transformer whero the 
Toltage is reduced to tho required value 
and tho output current, in amps, is made 
aTailable to a speciried"f'igure to suit 
the need. T~e modified A.C. curreht·then 
passes through a rectifier which converts 
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:l.t into D.C. current. Thia D.C. current 
source is now conducted through a 
controlling resistance and an anrneter, 
showing how much current is passing, and 
f'inally into the c;c.cumulator. The diagram 
will help to clarify' the explanation. 

Let us now examine the individual 
components. The transformer must be chosen 
to operate on the available moi ne supply; 
normally 200 - 250 volts. This should drop 
the voltage to a figure slightly in excess 
of the voltage of the accumulator. 12 volts 
will cater for most equipment, und the 
maximum current,output required; 2 amps 
for voitabloc accumulators or 4 amps for 
mining accumulators. Prices vary f'rom 8/-
to 30/-. It is advis ... ble to ensure that 
the component chosen bears markings relating 
to voltage and current ratings. 

The rectif'ier is of the full-wave 
metal type. When purchasing a rectifier the 
working voltage and cur~ent must be stated. 
this is, of' course, the output ratings of' 
the tronsf'ormer. Several suitable rectifiers 
are available from 7/6 to ·1s/-. Recommended 
is the Westinghouse LT 88 at 14/6. It will 
be interesting to note here the efrect of' 
this type. Voltage passed is reduced by 
40 % and current is increased by 15 %. This 
effect is more· or less common to all metal 
recti:fiers although the rigures may differ 
rrom make to make. 

. The type or charger we are dealing with 
is that which supplies a constant current, 
a :figure spoci:fied by manua:facturee of 
accumulators, for a predetermined time. To 
provide this current exactly to the required 
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('igure some f'orm o.f regulating ci;mtrol 
8hould be placed in the circuit• A 
variable resistance of 20 to 30 ohms 
,alue will provide this control. A suitable 
resistance can be purchased f'or about 10/

7
• 

Adjustment of the charging current can 
Dr.ly bo carried out satisf'actorily when the 

,l)Urrent flowing is indicated on an ammeter. 
fhe cost o:f such a11 instrument may vary 
toneiderably. An ammeter to suit.our puryoe~ 
Con be pul'chased :for something like 12/6. The 
important conditions to be satis:fied are 
that it must be ~easonably accurate and 
must show cleal'ly the current values required. 
for mining accumulators a meter reading µp 
\o 5 mnps would suf'f'ice, whilst f'or Vol tabloc 
accumulators a meter• reading up to l amp is 
suitable. In both cases the scales should 
be divided into at least 0!2 amp segments. 

For saf'e operation and protection o:f 
the charger certnin :fuses are incorporated 
as shown in the diagram. A panel light . to 
indicate that the charger is on is a use1'ul 
addition. Terminals must be insulated f'or 
use with metal :front panels. 

QONS'£RUCTI ON 
Having obtained the necessary components 

tile next consideration is the chassis,and 
housing box. Ref'erence to the diagrams will 

I ehow what is needed. No measurements are 
,indicated as it is considered more 
eatisf'actory to leave this to the discretion 
of the reader, Two points are worlh ment­
ioning concerning design. The chargel' will 
dissipate heat during operation and it is 
desirable to aff'ord adequate ventilation holes 
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or louvres in the ~ox.,Some compoo~nts 
object to be 6o6k~d; :l.n par,ticulor -th9 
ammeter, so make, c?re }o leave ,;,.dequate, 
space between cpm?Oll':!n,ts, bearing in mind 
that thE! variab~e resistor giyes out 
most heat. 

Following construction o~ the chassis 
,f'ront panel and attachment.of' the 
compon~nts, .ai:t:that remains to bE! done 
is wiring-up tn accordance wit~ the ~ircuit 
diagr~. Use a plastic-covered single 
strand tinned copper wire o,t about l8 s.w.o. 
Solder the joints properly or attach wires 
firmly by terminals where.provided. Truce 
care not· to aJ.low wire to touch other 
componants. 

During the wiring up procedure it . 
will be fiecessary to give caref'ul attention 
to the polarity oi:' the • wiring between the 
rectif'ier and tile output terminals. Putting 
it simply; the positive(~) output terminal 
must be the positive.and 11ugative(-) must 
be negative. With this in mind the 
f'ollowing pointj mdat"6e given attentionl-

1). The rectifier output connections 
must follow the circu{t. The positive 
connection is usually marked red and runs 
to the po_sitive gutput terminal via the 
varlable·:reslstance and a fuse. The negative 
rectifier output connection ls usuall~ 
marked black and rl.UIB ,to the 11ogative 
output termina1'vla the ammeter. The two 
input connections on the rectif'ler are 
connected to th~ outputs from the t~ansf'ofiner 
and are reverslole. The author choses 
to rof'ain f'rom making any statement -regard­
ing the means to ideutl!'y each recLlfler 
connection other than the foregone. It is 
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strongly advised that the dealer is 
questioned on this at the time o:f 
purchase. 

2), The runmeter correctly 
connected with reference tu the positive 
terminal, This is usually clearly marked 
thus+ on the instrument cage. For 
connection see ci.rcuit diagram, • 

3), Tho variable resistance has three 
connecting terminals. One.is to the moving 
contact arm 9 the other two being 
situated at either end or the wir.e winding. 
The positive wire from the rectifier 
is connected to the moving cont.act 
terminal and, f'rom one or- the ·terminals 
on one end of the wire winding, n wire 
is taken to tho positive output terminal 
via fuse 3. Mo.xi.mum resistance is obtained 
by turning tho moving contact to tho 
opposite end of the wire winding to that 
from which the wire to the :fuse has been 
taken •. 

Af'tor wiring-up is completed chock 
the result against the circuit,.If in 
doubt consult a suitably qualified person 
before putting-the charger into operation, 

OPERATION 
To c01t1nence charging follow this·· 

pi•ouci~~i~~k. that swi <ill is in "off position" 
2. Set variable resistance to 

maximum resistance. . 
3, Connect charger to mains suppl?• 
4. Connect accumulator positive(+)· 

terminal to charger output positive 
tenn< nal ond acc,rnula tor ncgntt ~~ (··) 
terminal to output negative terminal, 

5, Switch on charger. 
56. 

6. Adjust current reading on the 
0/111\eter by varying the resistance as 
required. 

To di econ tinue charging· :proceed as 
followe:-

1. Switch off charger. 
2. Disconnect accumulator, 
3, Disconnect mains supply, 

Ilei'ore commencing to charge an 
accumulator ensure that it is fully 
discharged or that the amount of charge 
required is known. For details o:f charge 
rates and points to observe when charging 
consult them ~ufncturer'e literature on 
the accumulator, 

In the event o:f u fault developing 
in the equipment :first exumine the fusee. 
When o fuse requires :frequent renewal, do 

~~!n,f~! ~h;u~~r~~i~ii~e~s~:)l~~nb~~e :fault, 
Should the panel lamp :fail to light but 
ammeter ammeter continue to register 
charge current renew panel lump bulb.Lump 
failure and ammeter not registering 
suggests a more serious fault and/or 
fusee 1 ana/or2 defunct. Do not attempt 
to recti:fy any :fuult with mains still 
connected~! 

To assist the reader in his choice o:f 
components the :following are recomended by 
the author:-
Transformer: Input 240 volts. Output 

9 vo1ts at l~ ampa. 
Recti:fier: Westinghouse L'l' 88. 
Variable Resistance, Wire-wound 25 orun 

Open type, 
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Anmeter: O - 5 amp eca1e 
reading D.C. Movin~ Coil, 

Output terminals: Belling-Lee.L.1001/1 
"B" Typo.One red and 
one black.IneuJ:ated. 

Maine Plug ahd socket: Bulgin P. 73 
Panel Lamp(Holder):Dulgin D.681; Red 
Panel Lamp Bulb. 6.0 v~1ts 0.3 umps. 
Panel fuseholders:. Belling Lee L.1382.Size o. 
Fuselinka.: ll.R.C. ceramic Size 11011 

5 amp. 
Maine on/of':r switch: Bulgin 5.300. 

Many o:r the above components may be 
purclmsed· at prices below ·currept list 
prices :from many large electrical 
dealers. Wherever possible enlist the 
aid o:f someone who is f'runiliar with 
electrical-apparatus to adviso on the 
construction of' the charger. 

The author will accept no respons­
ibility f'or mishaps occasioned by the 
construction -o:r the e_quipment described 
in the :foregone article. 

STq}KS HOLE by Alan Cowley 

Whilst digging was in progross at 
Gt Vincents Swallet on Sunday 24th 
December 1961, a local :farmer, Mr Stoclc 
o:f Coolcs Farm, Stoke Lane, who is well 
knovm to most cavers, told Dave Mitchell 
and mysol:f o:r a cavity he hod just 
discovered with clouds o:f steam rising 
:from it. 
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Dave and I hoatily, grubbed what 
ropes aml tools were .ov0tilable and 
proceeded with .,ai.i. sp'e ef t_o_: the. B,1,11.d 
hol.e. On arrfval, .,lights were shone 
down into it; but owing. t.o., the vapour 
it was impossibie·to,see anythtng. 
Not at all s'i.lre o'r the, dept\1, we 
lowered our 1: d1.g'1 iadder anu. I. 
descended,· liried from , the surrace by 
D~ve.· The pitch proved to b~ only 
15 rt, opening into a Bl!'f!.il ~hember. 
Digging wss soon started:at,several 
promising points; orio cir which 
resuJl.ted in Cowley's Creep and the way 
on. Accompanied b;v.,.showers or atones, 
bones and groana (fiom Davo) we elid 
down a steeply descending passage to 
a second small chamber w1 th a -very 
unsure 'type' roor. • 

From this point it is possible 
to descend another 3ort through a 
very uns·are boulder pile, among which. 
we fow1d some very well preserved 
human leg bones. In th~ upper ch~ber 
were found some ancient pieces or 
pottery which have not yet been 
identified. 

During more recent trips to the 
cave we discovered that o way on can 
be seen but it is partially bJock9d 
by an awkward lump of J imest.0110, t.his 
will have to l.Je"blow1111berore :r,.1..-th.er 
a.t.t.e111p-ts at exploration cnn be mode. 

'l'his cave 1 s ·t.houghi; to hove a 
connection wlth Stok9 Lone Blocker, 
but this has not yeL been proved 0 
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'rliE DEPOSITS OF P9(Jl>ER 'S H9IJ:,_Ql!EDDAR 

A ~rovisional Report 

by Ch~is Raynolds 

Tho excavation or·a passage through 
the extensive deposits in this cave have 
revealed layers older than thoso 
examined by R.F. Parry in 1931-32, During 
the summer of' 1961 I made a short visit 
to the cave in order to try and discover 
the age and nature of' some bones 
discovered at the f'ar end of' ~he dug 
passage. I proparod·a.aection near the 
f'ar end of' the tunnel, some lOOf',t in 
from the entrance and about 25ft lower. 
At this point the ce.ve: is filled to· the 
roof' and the succesi:on.of·deposits·1s 
as 1'ollows. 

Limestone roof', of'_cave 
Small Stnloctitos imboddo<l. in: 

1. Waf'or-thin dark, highly stratii'ied 
layer of clay. This can be followed 
from the entrance and is o continuotio,1 
or the layer of' recent uebris reported 
by Parry. 
2 0 Highly atratii'ied yellow cloy, a 
continuation 01' layer 2 or Parry. 
3. Highly s1;rati1'ied light grey layer, 
very thin.? Parry 3, which is 01' Early 
Iron Ago. Iron Age remains 1'ound nearer 
the entrance. 

Luyers J, 2, nnd 3 have o total thick­
ness 01' one inch. 

Go. 



4. Layer or bomogeneoue·red·c1ay six 
inches thick. (Parry' a 4). Thie contniueu 
a few small bird bones, ·al though Parry 
reports none. However, the bones. crune 
horn the lower pert of' the· layer. 

5. Stalagmite film, this ie represented 
nearer the entrance, by a floor some 
three inches thick ana curtains down the 
Wall. The scanty formations on the roof 
pr0b_bly date from this period. 

6. Angular etonee imb.::,d<J.cd in a rod cluy 
matrix. Rodent bones and others from 
much larger animals. 

7. As 6 only the clay is replaced by a 
clayey sand, and in places is even 
gravelly. The combined thickness of 
6 and~ was 2ft 6 inches. One water 
rolled pebble several inches in 
diameter was f0und in 7.-
8. Fine sandy clay 6 to 9 inches thick, 
with a gently undulatin~ surface. 

9. Alternate laiere of snal] gravel and 
sand, 15 inches thick to bottom of 
excavation. 

The bones from layers 6 and 7 were 
sent to tbe British Museum, (Nat.Hist.) 
and I received the following report frcm 
Jim Simons: 

"Most of the ldentifiable pieces in 
this collection are horse, there are two 
bird bones, 0ne rodent, and one fox bone. 
Ho thing to give any idea of age I am afraid. 11 

Further investigation of these deposi ta 
should give interesting results as it is 
possible that they may be as old or older than 
Cheddar Man. Flints may also be found. 
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MENDIP SURFACE SURVEY 

PY Arithony J. Knibbe 

The closing Years of' the 
D(lneteenth century witnoeeod the 
bc31nn1ng of' caving aoti vi t.y· on. 
Mendip. Sinoo thru; a large number 
of' caves hov.e been discovered and 
explored .. With·. very f:ew exceptidns 
theso discoveries hnve been tH~ result 
of' excavations~ Unlike Yorkshire, 
f'amous f'br open shof'ts, Mendip has 
offered much more rosi:stonco- to her 
explorers.· Fortunately the surf'ace of' 
Mendip is, well provided' with Eiurf'ace ct:eatures 
connect.ed wi tlr underlying cave sy·stems. 
1t is these points which invite the att­
entions of' the Cf\Ver. seeking f'resh' 
discoveries;, Many have been workoJ.--oli 
during past years but a f'or greater 
number yet await our etf'orts. 

The most obvious point on the ·surf'nce 
at which to excavate ls the -uctive 
swallet; the point at which a stream 
sinks lhto tho rock below. Swildons liol-a 
at Priddy is an excellent example of'· th.is 
feature, being opened by excavation in 
1901. ·i Other suah swnllets ·haie been· 
successfully attacked v1hilst many remain 
untouched to attract us. In one area of' 
Mendip no less than six active swallets 
may be, observed.-lying close to the 
junction of'•the Old Red Sandstone and 
Limestone. Ono--of', -this group displays 
striking morg-ihal phenomena; tho stream 
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flowing over the sa11~s~one sides of tha 
swallet depression and sinking into 
l.imestone. 

ucc .c;i:.,nnlly a stream muy change 
its' point of engulfment o.nd leuve an 
abandoned swallet lower down the-'streom 
course. These dry swullets offer good 
prospects for digging, depending on the 
emount of fill-in which is prosent. 
Many such features are to be found on 
Mendip, generall.y associated with well 
.formed dry vnlleys.· 

Occuring ih abundance throughput 
Mendip are shakeholles or •slump-pits 1 •• 

These are, ideally, conical depressions 
and show ~onsiderable variation in:size. 
Some vecy large: exemples· are up· :to 300 ft 
across und over 50 ft .deep. Shuk.eholes 
often occur as,n.i:r effect of cavern-. 
breekdown in :underlying cave systems, 
sufficiently clcao .to· tho surface. 
Another onuse appears to be top-soil 
filling or covering o swallet, later being 
remov,c;tl from below. Thi.a c_auses slumping 
t.o occur in the soil a~ove the choked 
opening. Pinetree Pot .and Ubley Hill Pot 
typify this variety._ 

During the course of observations on 
the surface o.f Mendip .frequent signs or 
mining and mine prospect.ing will be 
encountered; rnkes(trenches or grooves), 
spoil heaps, and many varied depressions, 
Sometimes these may be identified aa such 
by tracks leading to the site, kilns, .and 
other signs which betray the activities 
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of' man. ~reas of' extensi v:e trial rakes 
and depressions, _ore f'requently referred 
to as "gruf'fy" area_s or 11gruf'f's 11: In 
sane instances mine workings have 
incorporotod o~ modif'ied existing 
natural ~~atures. Streams have been 
divort~~-~ro~ ~heir priginal 'swollets 
to f'eed or.<3-Wf!shing _pools, whils"t the 
swalletq- 8.IJd .. s_tiakeholes may become· 
filled-in or.entirely obliterated •. in 
such uistancea it is o:::drell!cli • • 
dif'!':1.cul t to confirm the _presence of' 
natural f'eatures With any degree of' 
accuracy-. 

The ~1.wey. 

The course ~of' iruture discoveries 
will "be l:imi ted, 'almost' entirely, to 
excavation within'known cove-syetema 
or at suitable ·points dn · the surf'ac.e, 
The sur~ey inJqtiestion•ia-concerncd 
sclely with points ori the -eurf'oce. It. 
is of' prime importnbce,'when.coneidering 
sites f'or f'uture d~ga, to possess 
auf'f'iciont .knowledge of'.the existing, 
poasibili ties., The project baa_ thia. point 
in vie'llt• To i.noroase knowl~dge of' a.mi 
in:formatioi:1. abo~t; Eiurf.ac~ -features 
connected w{'tb Wlderlying·caves on Mendi'p. 

The survey has been originated at the 
Clu~ Cottage and will eventually .cover 
Mendip completeiy. ,Western Mendip. will 
receive priority in this case. At suitable 
stages the

0

resulta may be published, taking 
the f'orm of' maps showing locationa'and 
accompanied,by t'ieid notes. 
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. Despite the high coat involved the 
Ordanance Survey 25 inch to L mile mops 
ore to be used· as a standard. 'l'heae are 
moat convenient upon which to mark 
observed features; these being allotted 
o series or _conventional signS' as shown 
in the diagrams. Field notes and sketches 
or reatures ore being entered on specially 
devised sheets, 'to .be. iater trruis!'ered to 
a log-book. Current Jr.'e'sul ta' .will be 
ovaileble to interested.persons throughout 
the course of' the :wo'1lk. • 

Actual !'ield observations consis~ of 
taking compass bearings and, in some cases 
distances, suf'!'icient to mark each 1'eoture: 
on the mop. TIie Bil'(\pJ.;e mel;hod is to take a 
pair of' cross ,bearing-a rrom ·eaqh f'eature to 
known points marked-on the map._Where 
oonvenienl; points are not visible station 
poles will be set up ot reoogn:J.sab).e wall 
junctions or·.such positions. To d10ose a 
more accuratd method would involve an 
w1warrantod increase. in time. 

To clate,Christma~ 1961, the wo1•k 
carried out has been iargcly or an 
experimental nature in oz:c:i,er 1;,;l beconie · 
ramiliar with the problems ·1nvo.ll.v(lq~ . 
Future work 1'1111 prOg1•ess along J.ines suggested 
as a result of' t~ese experiment~. 

The survey· will take a very long time"tcr 
compJtete and thus any support !'rom meinbers of' 
the group would be more than welcome. No' 
contribution, however small, will'fail 'td be 
af'rorded appreciation. Allowing ror surficH!llt 
assistance the WestGrn part oi: the sur:vey· 'should 
be ready ror publication by early 1963. The result 
w.fill almost certainly prove a long term benefit 
to caving on Mendip in'gencral. 
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l'~EES '61 

bL._J_amea Gibb 

Having camped overnight at.Dover, we 
crossed to Boulogne by an early 'ferry. 
Two days drive via Paris and Orleans took 
us over 500 m:11es ~outh to ¥ontignac. Qur 
third day begail w:1.,;h a yi1,it::to .. Grotte de 
Lascaux, discote~e~,in 1940 9y a-party of 
schoolboys, and oonte.inine;. per)mps tho 
most remarkable eave:paintinga in Europe. 
Every wall i.s :qo]l'erlcld •w.i th drawiugs of 
bison, deer and :mony: othell.· animnl_s in 
colours atnrtling ,in•;,their' brilliance. 

.. rter a drive in' awaltirning heat we 
arrived the some evening at.:Tarascon -
sur - Ariege~ The,next day was spent 
visiting Grotto de Ni aux. This ·was another 
show cave but the lighting oonsieted•of one 
carbide lamp between two or-·more~people. 
In our party were two nuns with some young 
ladies from.their convent and tho-ubiquitous 
female American. The cave-consists of a 
series of fine chambers with-sand and 
stalagmi ?e noore. It also contained many 
cave paintings which· were;,however, an 
anticlimax after those-ct' Lascaux. We 
investigated tWo'oav-1.ties·in the.hillside 
above the cave, one ·or "'hioh wee• 50 rt high and 
80ft ui~o at the entrance, ·1eading to a 
low chamber before, coming·•to an end. 

In travelling the 53 miles to Castillon 
two caves wore visited. One, Grotto de 
Mdoi1h"cwos explored by Lond' Rover• A 
massive arched ontrruJce with a leveled floor 
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for about 150 yards. Further e:xplorntidn 
•Qs prevented by stout iron·bara· an4 Q 

looked gate. The other cove, Orotte de 
Ker was remarkable only fo:r its bat • 
population and very ·-liberal pi.le~ or 
ll'lODOo 

Another day, after ·a long ·~'11.k up 
-the aide of a mountain in (the hlWlf. .of 
the noon 11un, where Robert Temp!ein.nn. 
thought b.e saw.a triod'dogf we reached.the 
entrance of La Cigal4re. A large·strelllll 
passage lead to a hall nth a eto1agmite 
floor perfectly level· except for small 
islands of rock protruding from 1t. When 
the discovercre: firQt ~ntcred it tho floor 
was pure white but indiscriminate· roaming: 
over it has scratched 1 t· so much thut-1 t 
is now deeply ·ingrained.w1th·mll.d.-Much· the 
same etory of vandol1Eirn. \Vall told deeper· . 
into the cave. In other ·obambere the wallB 
and roof ~,ere coateQ. in gypawn crystals, 
Hanging from the roof.were .crystal 
studded columne six inches in diameter. 
Unfortunately many of the columns had 
been smashed off and left, 'for ,no 
apparent reason. At the f .rth~ ot point 
reached we round. ,large elnbs of parofrtn 
wax. Apparently French 'cavers' melt the 
formations they brenk off into wax to 
eave them rrom damage on .the wey out. 
Despite vandali,sm, however, there were 
still many fine f~rmatione left. 

A v1.-·Llt W:1S m-,_ne t,_Q Grn.ttr.> fl1J f11(l'11lJ'0 

·,,111,:,1 'llnu .found, lo::ic~tl .i ut. ·):::rroa., 
Howeve:)', 'by way of' a ~jg\1t sg_ueeze, two 
membe!'s entered it and ,opu1'toild a stream 
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passo.ge which they waded along nor ever 
came to the end thereof". • 

The next_ -day wa~ • spent sear chin~ 
!'rui tlessly t'or Gout':fe d '.Esparros. In 
despair we went to look at some small­
caves near Lortet, and were shown 
round them by. the mayor •. : One of\ the caves 
:is supposed to "have.-'be!3n. :fort:if'i.ed by the 
Romans nnd as-~ell. as many.remains o:f wa1ls, 
it baii a BJ.>1r~. !J~_alr.case,hewn. out of 
solid rock, lending _up_ .to. l;t,; 

'>n the way_ ~f?-,~U7i._ we B.topped at Onrgo• 
which was-• -~-"'~ouy~r~e;par u.-.Oilsteret'• 
At several placef! in_,tt are; the.' lmpressi•ona 
of hmnun bands i.n-,black,. eome of'- them being 
mutilated. t-.lapy ;Eµlill!al,:: remains hrtve -been 
found and the.cave :ip v~ry well·decorated. 
Afterwards t¥ guide pointe.d.out:Grotte·de 
Tignshuetee--:w)leJ1~·,_Q~star.et,_did a g~eat deal 
o!' bat work; • 

The fi,liowlng. dey ,'!8 ·:let't the lime atone 
area to return·.to Calaii, after a visit to 
Cirque deOnv.nrpio·BIJd,.,the1qol -de 1'o_urmalot. 

BEFORE W~l3TART A CAVE SURVEY 

by Mike gennie 

The eurl'~Y o.f._a cave is open before us, a 
nr-c-l_n.-if,inr,. piece .ot'_ wo_rk whose every .cletnili 

tu:t • :: ,,.-~· :c;,:-rn•:thi.n~~ newi, or p131:ll:;~~Hl ':1 i,r; .iuat :) 
jumb, ,f (';f' lir,eri- und eh,ap•.;:.I:!. rtJVl!ti'l.ing no th.i !l!; 
but cr.1r 1fuulou~·, Whatever your uoncep LJ.on you 
muut roaluie that the produc·~j_oh of' eu0h a 
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survey involves a great deql_of war~ 
and much eat·iefact"ion.!'.Iri order to· survey 

• a cave a basic knowledge and w'ldereiandiiig 
of' surveying prin_cip1cs is eeoential ~ut 
by no means is ·:i;t--,mougn~· 

Before starting t6 aurve~ a 6aVe 
ay stem the f'ollowi-l'lg ."po iii ts ahoulc1 be 
kept ,in mind. 

J?URPOSE. '· :rt le wa·etif or .time·-eu1;veying e 
ci'ave i~ an accU:riite enough survey already 
exists and is nvailabJ,e. The-caver-who 
surveys a system and does not publish hie 
work has watj6ed "hie owri ·time:•·and all:', thqae 
who have helped him. Ascertain bet'ot'e • 
starting that either the only survey io 
exiate.nce •is of' a lower:· grade, or· that. there 
is no Chance of' obtl:!inin1f·a copy of' a 
previous·' accurate' \7ork,_o.t;, the cave ~ae 
not been previously s~rvayed. .A survey of 
any cave will be of intcr~~tJto-someone 
but interest and ueef'ulnees nro crcutly 
increased by the size ru~d comple.xi ty of' 
the system. The very factors that make the 
project more difficul~; The demand f'or a 
survey is a reasonable inclication as to its 
present value but its ultimate worth can not 
be assessed. The survey ,.1 t ."!11Uat be remembtirod, 
so of'ten f'orms the basis oF·f'uture sciontlf'ic 
speleological research~ 

LEJ\DEHSHIP. The leader is responsible for 
co-ordination and the infusion ot' 
enthusiasm. It is possible that this duty 
oan he invested in more that one person, 
for ox.imple, each given a d11i'f'erent part of 
the cave to tack1e, but it is far f'rom ldenl. 
If one man can lca4 almost every trip and be 
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responsible for the compilation of' the 
results as_~ell as <it.awing up the survey, 
then the r-••• ultin,:; Cok.ndnr,\ Will be grently increasecl. 

TIME INVOLVED There is an·obvious danger 
in starting a project without some kno~- · 
ledge of how long it.is go~ng to talc~ to 
':'omplete. The sur_vey o'f :ooatchurch, ca.verf1 
,s-:-.cto t,-J,eabou b one• huritlred men-hours 
underg:riound::. On,;i-•iieam _or tl'lreiE!, .. f1 'Fe days. 
Almost sixty 'hours was spent 'bn Pinetree 
Pot, one 08eam sturthig;'onq day and tlir 
teams working together ~ompleting the 
survey on another. Both-caves being 
surveyed to C.R.o. Grade 6 f'or tho most part, 
r, n,:;_;o -,1 / Au_r.:u_Eit Syi31JEitii 'took °:fl ve· -
hundred marl-houra:•be}.ow•growtd,' befog d6Iie 
by ntnnerous: t:eams over· a ,:,_driod ot two yeeu·s, 

Eaob of the'·three -,oaves presented 
varying degreoe of -di:tficul 1>3'. -In .tbil c·ase 
of Goatchurch tbe e:ii;tremi t;i,. 'of tha cave 
coUld easily be f'eache·d in i;wenty J:i\iriutes. 
The system-was dry and~tive hou~s:under~ 
ground Vias not 'a great physical strain. 
Pinetree Pot eonmences-wi_th a pitch: -
Although it is only'thirty six feet deep, 
coming as it doe·s· 'a:rter a muddy damp 
entrance crawl whicrr m!lkes li~e lining a 
fair strain,it bcconic1:i :i· i physical 
d> tacle to a Bl\,rveying,_pal'ty. The, caver . 
always has to ·remembe"r.:·that enough st.rength 
is required to ailcend··tll<3 pitch afterwards. 
The two main extensions' or- the cave, Back 
Passage and Easy Str~et ar~_ real challenges, 
The latt.::r 11~.11 to t.:,lkc' us ·two -clay.a., d_espi te 
the f'act that the grade ·or the survey 
waa reduced. The main section of' the pot, 
although f'airly roomy in placea,ia drunp, 
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lo,J se and men tally uninviting. '.l.'hi s 
cave requi#ed strong surveying 
parties. 

'£he Longwood/ Augufft survey was ,a 
completely dif'f'erent story •. We knew 
f'rom the outset that it was not a matter 
of' days, but of·months -and possibly 
years, a !'act, tb,at the very wet sununer 
and winter .of' 1960/61 was to make sure 
or. Mention will be made later on· the 
mental ef'f'ect of this time lag, but-
ev~n physically the project was not 
exactly-'child'.s play'. The greatest 
dif'f'icultyvery, often revolv~d round the 
transport .of equipment underground:. 
The journey back through the drninpi]ile, 
lying in the pools~ t'ired' out, week-end 
after week~end,carrying ~urveying bagi 
and t·ripods,' is a thing' not easily 
f'-0rgotten1 f'ten,in :fact, so tired.•that 
the al te1•nati vc_ Escape Route was run 
impossibil:i,ty .• - If we ·could only have 
opened C11r'i,stmas rCrnvil at the b .1,in11111a uf 
the survey, tlw time and,energy saved 
would, htive been tremendous. Mru1y cavers 
going tci t!1e· ~net of the downstream system 
return to the . .surface quite satisfied 
that they have had enough. Add ... to. thia 
f1 ve o:r ·.six ho\lrE/ surveying ,i;,.ncl it might 
help to explain why· ii t·,toak ·BO long 
and why, tne_ gcperal ,reluctance .-fqr 
offers of help t"o sur<Vey • c$i•tnin, parts of 
the cave, 

EQUIPMEN'l', l'.'i,',:c. .,tt.,e,, tecihn_icnl'. s.1,~e :• there 
is still mucH·tp ~c written dn this 
subject, but I shall corif'ine myseLf to a 
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f'cw remnrks on· the ef'fect the oquipmcnt hne 
on the individual• No man\J.:facturer makes 
a set of' perf'ect cave eurvey1tlg in!3trumenta 
so Lt ia a matter o£-mok1rig the beat of' 
what we. h.iiv_e .coupled wi tll· o\n' ingenuity to 
adapt. An ina~~um~nt·that may be ideal f'or 
one cave will not ~1ccboomrily be o:f milch uo8 
in another •. The !de.al we soon :find,ia 
f'orgotten ciwing lo., the coat.· 

A large tripod increases accuracy, 
which is of prime importance, but is 
dif':ficult •to car;ry,thua .. increaaing the time 
and energy needod 0 A complicated instrument 
can often only be read by one or two persons. 
Thie makes the assembling o:f a eui~able beam 
dif'f'icult. The keynote f'or all equipment 
must be ai1nplici ty combined with accur·acy. 
The misting up o:f compoeaeii· 'l:"ae a great 
drawboc~ in stream paeaagaa'and wasted. 
mony hours. 

It is advi~tble not to purchase 
any expensive inatrwnente until you·have 
a clear idea .o:f' what they have got to ata.,u 
up to and the condi ti one under which they 
will have to be'read~.~or _exrunple, ly~ng 
on your atomuch under a waterfall. 

MAKING UP THEJ 'rENl. It will of'ten happ'en 
that you hav!}; no chbice, but fortunately 
it ueually tl).il'na out that SOTIJeon/3 who is 
keen to survey, under ·a reasQnable ~oade~, 
will becan aeaet ,to ·the. team .• The important 
thing is the allocat:ion .of the various jobs. 
Start with tpe .least· experienced surveyor 
and give him the clrp}.cot duty to,per!'orm. 
The leader should bo yrepared to do anything 
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i:f the occasion ai•iees. It is aumetimee 
wise to change jobs hal:fwoy through a 
trip in order to avoid monotony. 

'l'he -number required in a team depehda 
upon the grade o.nd··the !'>art o:r the cave~ 
On a Grade ·6 .survey 'in,·a-rootny passage, 
such es the Ujretream.'P·assage o:r August/ 
Longwoodi four.·ie•,ideal, ·0ne eurvevi•T 
can take bearings.and elS¥ation, 
another. place the tripods in ·poai tion 
and take buck::bea:i'inge ·whi:l.at a·•tbird 
can be employed in taking· o:f'fset·s and 
roof heights. Thia leaves the :fourth 
member o:r the team to·. record' tlie··tesults, 
of'ten the worst duty, oc·:a:1.1·, due· to-the 
l.ong period df imi.ctivity. On the"·aamf:l 
grade survey in a ~eatricited passage 
like.Easy Street ·in Pinetree Pot; 
however, tb<i ·mo.ximum is reduced to two. 
Usually the. lowe-r. tha:grade cir-·the 
survey t;he t~wer cov':erli· are·. needod, tiwo of' 
course being the minimum nurt1ber in almost 
every cnae. 

A low grade su1,vey can be done by 
a single man when . ho, i a. a part o_f' o 
larger team en~/_\gecr,on :pther .projects. 
On the :first trip· d9~n.finetree Pot,a 
:rew hours after its ,diecov.ery-, .a Grade 
2/3 survey was. compl"eted. 

COST. A large sl.!I'vey crin be an ell.penal ve 
proposition .. ~ef'ore a .start- is made some 
coneiderutiJ:lb stiould. b.e' givep .to the coat 
and a decieicin .. aEi to wliere the mon(ly is 
going to com~ .1'rom Le. the olull or, the 
individual.• rt ie not eimply u case of' 
"once you have the equipme11t ·the,,coet ia 
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negl.1gJ_ ble 11
• This idea moy work 011 n 

small project like Pinetree Pot:or 
Ooatchurch Cavern but a survey.that is 
going to ttlke a couple or years is going 
to coat something more. Equipment used 

regularly under wet and rough conditions 
by non-experts, is going to surrer and 

need repnlring or renewing. Even the bags 
you carry the tackle in do not last two 
years. As the survey proceeds new methods 
will occur to you, which orten need money 
to be put into practice .. 

The coat or the Longwooa/August 
venture excluding th~ reproduction or 
copies, waa in the re.g:I.on of £70.o.o. 

GRADE. The grade or. the survey depends 
on a nwnber of factors. The :first, as we 

have already mentloned, is the grade at 
which previous surveys qave been done. It 

is,for example, no use. doing a Grade 5 
survey that has already peen surveyer1 by 
ecxneon~ else to Grade 6. 

What is the purpose 7 Ii, tbe ·survey 
to be just a sketch to show the general 
trend of the cave or is· it to form the 

skeleton·ror t'uture research. Perhaps there 
is a part of the cave that comes near to 
the durface. How near can only be answered by 

an accurnte survey., Where does the stream 
disappear to?, another part of the cave, 
a seperata system or is the other stream 
e are thinking of the key to something 

else?. A low grade can not hope to 
answer such queotions. 
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Uow much time have you·at your 
e11sposal7, Perhaps it is yibur f'irst 
visit to the cave, yoa•object being to 
prepare a report to assist future 
exploration, In duch a case a Grade 
1 or 2 might prove ·suitable. This 
situation might well occur on a foreign 
caving trip when cave surveys are 
either dif'f'icult to obtain or do not 
exist. 

If' there i& tlo limit to the time 
available and you expect to visit the 
area at frequent intervals then a much 
higher grade will be possible. It might, 
h ,w'3:ver. happen that time is limited by 
the weather, A cave that is usually 
arduous owing to excessive water is 
uest surveyed under drought conditions. 

In the highJr grade su~veys the 
stdndnrd of ·your equipment might well 
limit tJie gr- de. Suitably adapted 
tripods might be•diff'icult to obtain or 
too expensive,limiting you to a Grade 5, 
or 'perhaps·yoa.'have no nccurate means of 
measuring the angle of elevation which 
will once again·lower the grade. 

Finally tBe nature of the ca~e. 
Even with the best equipment; if there 
is no room to use it its useless. In the 

.survey of" Pine tree Pot we stm•ted to 
tackle Easy Street at tira<le 6 but after 
the: ·nrst aven J1ad to reduce it ·to Grade5. 
In Renolds Passage at the- end of t'be • 
Longwood/ August Syetem, tl1ij c.; :vni• already 
wet through felt disinclined to set up 
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MO.COTTER. 

'l'IIE ANNEXE ( A BnEJ\l{'l'llROUGI! ) 

BY Dave Mitchell and Alan Cowley 

For a number of' years worlc hns been 
cnrriecl on regularly ut Browne's Hole, 
Stoke Lune. 1\s a sicleline iieeers Browne 
started a dig at a ri f't in the brmk ubeve 
the mnin cave. On April 25th 1954 entry' Wur; 
gained into a very f'ino chamber, scl 1\.111 o:r 
f'ormutiono thut it wuo•imi;,ossible to_entc1·; 
this wns nnmed the'ANNEXE owing ·to its close 
proximity to Browne's Hol_e. During u period of' 
time when t11cre wus little or no work do1le in 
the uren, vundalo entered and destroyed the 
f'ormations. In 1956 Mr Browne decided to 
excavate the f'loor, but a number of" ;io.rge 
roclcs made work di I'f'icul t und after u' fev, of' 
these bud been broken up, worlc ceased for 
n number of' years. 

Recently it wes decicled to restart work 
on th<~ Annexe. '£1H3 operation bc1san by 
sinking a shn:ft through a mixture of' roclc, 
culci te nnd cuvu enrth. Af'ter two wcel~ ends, 
sp<'nt mainly in cracking up roclce· una one 
f'ine;or nail, the shaft deepened with n most 
promising draught comi11g :from the 1.lottom, 
also rn1 occasionnl thud from a loose rock, 
rolling Ul'IUY below. 

The thir<l weelc-end,whilst digging in one 
corner of the shuf't, a small arch under solid 
rock came slowly into view. A disbelie_ving 
person ut the top of' the shaf't hod to be 
convinced of' ite existnncc, so thinking 
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it waa only nn unclercut, u shovel w::ie 
puslrncl in , only to cli sr,ppe,'1r f'rorn view, 
rccompcnied by curses f'rom tho owner. J\f'tor 
h::ilf' nn hour of' furious cligging; by ~tnnding 
on our nends we coulcl sco iffto n sloping 
pussnge coverccl in clry mud. ShorLly of'terwnrds 
entry wns fully guincd by tt,e smnllest member 
or tna party, who in turn enlnrged.tno 
openin~ ror tho more muscul::ir nnd long 
member, Taking care not to domage any or the 
f'ormations, we slip down n mud slope which 
in turn gave wuy to a smnll cnvcrn enriched 
with calcite, including u tlest or cave 
penrls and some heloctites hnnging ovor 
u huge mound or cnlcite covorcd mud. 

LeC'.cling orr to one side is a pr,ssngo 
which c::in bo rollowcd to !'. mucl ancl boulder 
slope, which from tho survey made by Malcolm 
Cotter, nppenrs to lead clirectly to the 
Coronation Chnmbor in Brown,.' s Bolo. 

'1.'he on trance to the '1\Nl'l~XE' hns been 
tempornrily scaled until such •time as n 
permanent gnte c~'.Il be rixod, the key to which 
will be hold by the f'nrl)ler, Purther worlc is 
still being carried out and there is tho 
possibility or a further brc~alcthrough in tho 
near f'uture. 

Tll3 BL11Cl<MLIOR G',/11LLE'r PROBLEM 

by Malcolm Cotter 

There ore two tastes on Vlostdrn Mendip 
which I hove wished to tncklu since my early 
days in Lhe region, They both relate to tho 
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it wua only rm undercut, u shovel was 
pushecl in , only to cli snppee1r :from view, 
pccompanicd by curses :from tho owner, 1\:fter 
hnl:f nn hour o:f :furious cligging; by ttanding 
on our nends we coulcl soo into n sloping 
pttssnge covorocl in clry mud. Shortly af't..irwnrtls 
entry wns f'ully guinod by thu smallest mumbor 
o:f tne party, who in turn enlargod.tne 
openin~ i'or tho more muscular und long 
m0mber, Taking care not to damage any of' the 
:formations, we slip down n mud slope which 
in turn gave way Lo a smnll cnvorn enriched 
with calci to, including n 1!est o:f cnvo 
ponrls und somo helectitus hnnging over 
u huge mound o:f calcite covered mud, 

Lending of'f to one side is a pnssngo 
which can bo :followed to n mud antl bouldc:1• 
slope, which from th0 survey mGdc by Malcolm 
Cotter, nppenrs to load directly to the 
Coronation Chnmber in Browne.' s Holo, 

'l'he on trance to tho 'ANtlS>..E' hns bvun 
temporarily scw.letl until such time as n 
permanent gnte ccn be fixed, the key to which 
will be hold by the fnrl)ler. Further worlc is 
still being curried out and there is tho 
possibility of n :further br0nlcthrough in tho 
nonr future. 

'l'IIZ BL11Cl<MUOR S',l11LLE'l' PROBLEM 

by Mulcolm Cott0r 

'1'he1'e ore two tnsks on Vlos Ldrn Mo11dip 
which I have wishetl to tncklo slnco my enrly 
cluys in Lhe region, 'l'hey lJoth rol.:1ta to the 
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snmo subtorrnner-.n system, Tho first is the 
scorch for the underground ri vor nt Chedder, 
which must be integrnl with the excr-vntion of 
Cooper's Hole nnd tho second, to follow the 
water which dr:'.ins i'rom tho Chi'!rterhousc 
Minery, to sink in the Blnckmoor portion of 
Velvet Bottom. 
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good offices of Dr,Trntmnn, from the Bristol ;.t.~· '1 
Wnterwork Compnny to excnvnto, ns soon ns •. -lf!. ; : \ . _ 
,venthor pcrmi t ted work bognn, 'l'ho r.rcr. is 
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pnrt of n disused m:tncry I similnr in mr-ny ~ , c; p Al N c; R s1/so19. sseo 1 ,., ; ...-
r..ispocts to St Cuthbcrts Load Works nt Pridtly, r , 

The site wr1s choson for its proximity to ~ k 1 1 

lend oro in tho f'orm or Gnlerir1 :'.n<l r:i randy ::::-----._ 1/ 
supply of vm.tcr, The bulk of tho wnter comes ..::;-~ 11 

Hctbcc W=d ond <cod the pend by the club , ,', _ , / ~ ~ WINTER 
from thu limestone shn'les to ooze through s H - ,;: _ 1 ' 

11 

cottage. It is hero thr.t tho problem stnrts, fil.. -- _, ------ ,1 STREAM ,t,,CTIVE 
0'" 1~---for every chr-.nnol is r1rtif'icinl, ~lore , ~•111,,;,,,:>, 

annoying still nro tho vr1st her'.pB of wr1st0 ' ~~ , 
and slP.g rrom mining nnd smelting, which ere 1 1 '::. ~ /•\ 
concentrntod on tho Shnlo - Limestone 1 ';;.. ~ 1 1 
boundry. For some months in the yec,.r the \ -:- ~ 1 , 
wntcr sinlts whcro it ccmnot bo soon, However, 
in winter tho unsoon swnllots cnnnot capo 
with the volumn of wnter which then flows on ~ 1 
in the minors lonts n little lowor down th9 \~ _JJ:: .T. ~/ .775 1 ,1::-.:', 
vnlloy whore it cnn bo seen, "-.:: :-- _ / ::: J;~~,_. ~ 1 \ ','_ 

- - - - - ••• ' DRY 1 
Vic con truce some of tho wntcr bonor'.th --~---- ------ ,,, SINK It 

tho unmade road, ;ljhon ogr-in ror n short spnco _ ---- -
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where 1 t springs up onl;r to v1111i eh t'.gnin n ::,-:. - , , 1 , II I 11 1 /,- '-;. \, \ 
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few yards f'urthor on into n steep slope ' ~ , • \ 11 

• of' tho vr.lley, op.,osi to the qunrry, Some ~ ~ 1, 
yards lower down and in o more centrcl position 
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lout to suctlt :.:way f'rum a nlmlJ ow powl n]mus L 
nt once. Thus the;ro r-.ro two known ow:•llots. 

Tho next i•oint •Jf inturont is thrJ n, 1ture 
or the sw::-illotn. There ic; 1•onsun to doubt Llmt 
they arc ,011tircly nnturnl, uspeci:,lly in Lhu 
case of' t.hc np1,l.?r one where :"\ conoith~r,"1blo 
amount or work hi!s b.::cn cnrri•scl out. J\nothc1• 
f'enturu r.lno co111111nncls iuturcst. I:iaht,y re, t .r1•0111 
the Upper swnllot nncl in line with the ruinuc.l. 
Bleak llouso is a duprossion \vi. th tho uppcar,\llcc 
ol' :1 r;h~tkt: hulu. 'l1hc tlcpl,h 1:,~,o j 11 I.th! rc:uion uI' 
121't :mu thu cli::.un,:)'tur 4ort. Jlowuvor, thir. is 
only n doepenou pnrt or n lung trunch, vnrinu; 
i.n <lcpth ovur the: rust 01' its J.ongth hL'Lwevn n 
i'ew i\i<:t :uiu z,,ro. I s:w z,,ro b,:c:n1su l tr, 
cxiot.ruic....: lu 1Jbvj oun 1·r,Jtn l,h(.; change 111 Lhc 
colour or thu vugotat,iuu. 'l'hc tr-,nch roachus ·,s 
i'nr as tlhJ <loop i::ruff by 1110:ilt l\•Juso. 

B1;i'orc worlc bogm1 tlw wutur i11 tho t110 
SW'1llets W:10 tust,JU i'or ti COlltlt-Ction 1.Jut tho 
chunce or '1 cotl!lection wnu tll•JU(:;ht to be rur.wte. 

Work r;t;:rtcr 011 the U!>1>Cl' swnllet but wus 
hinu.uro<l by w·1t•~r. AG so•Jn ns tho strorun uri!uu 
up, how1!vl.!r, we hnd o. rig r!.bovu t. h0 hole null n 
5 rt l<.Jng pncn1e<.J wr,.s broken in to. Vie p111;hu<.l un, 
shuriua tti<.J tui:mel with r:tilw:,y slucp0rs "-O vie. BLACKMOOR SWALLET 
went. Jl fr•.:1; 'll.J' SpPCC ·;1:is l u:icheu but was; blocl,ud SHAFT. M.O.COTTER. 
with u h•~"l' 01' 1 '.lck2 coming tl•Jwn ,,11 nv•.rn, ·11 Liioue;h 
there waG " Ft1ong outward. current. ,,t Ll1ir; point 
oigus .or tlrilJ•Jc.l. r.hot hol,1s •vur,, rournl in l,llo ni<le 
or the p:;n,,,ao. Worlc conti11ue<.l in th,J tw1110l :uiu 
uloo on o olnllo~ depreoriion ,1bovc. L:• ter :m nttnck 
wno m:.1rle on the 'shake hole' which wnr; to rosul t 
in r:;roat•H 811-CC<Jso. Wurlt is still in progreoo :lll<.l 

,..iccount of the cave will f'oll•Jw. 

01. 

BLACKMOOR 
BOTTOM OF SHAFT. 

M.O.COTTEI\. 

BLACK MOOR. I 'WOf\K AT LASt' 
1.4.0.COTTER. 
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