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ED L TOCRIAL ‘

From the Contents one might suppose that the full
title of the Group was the Mendip Caving Group and Historical
Society. So late is this Journal in being published that it is

almost of archival interest.

While under early editorship a number of articles
were written. Unfortunately, no effort was made in getting these
into print. Even worse, an estimated two thirds of the written
accounts and all drawings were lost. After tossing out articles
which had become too dated, the remainder were assembled under
new editorship together with a new set of drawings - these, in

ue couise, were lost once again. 5o the illustrations presented.

[s])

ere have been nmade for the third time. For an editor to show sSuch

g

lack of consideration for their contributor's time and effort is

guite inexcusable.

There is a moral in this editorial. When writing
1~

articles for MCG journals make sure you keep a copy. Our Journal

Editors have a reputation of being quite incompetent.

Profound apologies are given to the reader for the
unwarranted delay in producing this Journal. It is a 1little short

of amazing that it appears at all.

To look on the bright side, the next Journal is
already in preparation. I wouldn't be surprised to see it out
first '}

Incidentally, the cover photograph is Predjana.

Peter IMathews

- Sditor -~



SOME NOTES ON FAULTING

by Joan Goddard

As cavers explore underground systems, they must sometimes ask
themselves "Why ?"'. Why does a passage have so many rightangied bends ?
Why is a pitch in that particular place? Why is the cave there at all? And on
the surface too, there are many features which stimulate an enquiring mind.
The rocks which make up the countryside have been subjected to numerous
pressures and forces which have folded the previous horizontal beds into domes
and periclines (pericline = elongated dome), such as Blackdown and Pen Hill,
and fractured them into broken pieces of a once continuous sheet. Rivers and
weathering agents have then used these structures in forming the differentially
eroded landscape which we have now. These notes attempt to give some :
insight into one of the more important structures, the fault,

Distinction between Joints and Faults

JOINTS may be defined as planes or surfaces along which there has
been no visible movement parallel to the plane. Movement may, however,
occur perpendicular to the joint surface, thereby producing an open fracture.
The term ‘joint’ is said to have been coined by British miners who thought that
rocks were joined together along the fractures in the same way as bricks in
a wall !

- FAULTS are fractures along which there has been relative movement
of the side walls, the movement varying from a few inches to hundreds of
miles. Although one tends to think of faults as clean-cut surfaces, in many
instances the movement is distributed through a FAULT ZONE. This zone may
consist of numerous small faults or it may be a zone of broken (i. e. brecciated)
- Tock or finely crushed and powdered rock. i

. In order to distinguish between faults or various kinds, some descrip-
tive terms have come into being (see diag. 1). The DIP and STRIKE of a fault
are measured in the same way as for normal bedding: on geological maps; the
dip is shown by a small tick on the downthrown side with the angle in degrees
written in beside it, The FAULT LINE of a straight fault on 2 horizontal
surface will be straight, but where the surface relief is undulating, the fault
line will appear sinuous,




,"direction ot strike

/

Classification of faults

In geological literature there are numerous different classifications, ;
but for our purposes the following two are sufficient. , 4

(@) Classifications based on the attitude of the fault in relation to the

surrounding strata:

(i) Strike Fault - one that strikes (trends) essentially parallel to the
adjacent rocks.

(ii) Dip Fault - one that trends parallel to the direction of dip of adjacent
rocks,

(iii) Oblique or Diagonal Fault - one that strikes diagonally to the strike
or dip of the surrounding beds of rock.

Fig. 2 Fig. 3
F

(b) Classification based on direction of movement along the fault surface:
(i) Normal Fault - also known as gravity fault, see diag. 2.
(ii) Reverse Fault - also known as compressional fault, see diag. 3.
When the dip of a reverse fault is small it is termed a thrust fault.
(iii) Tear Fault or Wrench Fault - a fault along which horizontal or
'tearing' movement has occurred. (diag. 4)

\‘v\\d direction of
In normal and reverse faults the movement is along the dip slope of _ iy MR

the fault and they are known as Dip-slip Faults. In tear faults, the movement _ st el
is known as Strike-slip. This can readily be seen in diagram 4. Just to Normal or gravity fault Reverse or compression
complicate matters, the geological history of an area is usually so complex

that the faults have been subjected to different forces at different times, and

may be the result of a combination of normal, reverse and tear movements.

Faults do not go on forever with the same throw or dip. They die
out in a number of ways; for example they may simply split up into a number
of small faults or fault splinters, or they may get 'lost' in a layer of weak
rock such as shales (diag. 5a). A hinge fault will disappear as the amount of
downthrow becomes progressively less towards the hinge or pivot, and the
fault gradually becomes a monoclinal fold where the rocks deform by bending
instead of by fracturing (diag. 5b). |

Criteria for the recognition of faults at the surface

A SCARP is a relatively steep slope of any height; it does not prove
the existence of a fault, but it can lead you to suspect one, and thereforeto
look for further evidence. A fault scarp owes its relief directly to the move-
ment of the fault and is best seen in areas of active fault activity, such as ”
regions which recently have suffered earthquakes (diag. 6a). Giggleswick |
Scar in the Pennines is a partially eroded fault scarp. A fault-line scarp owes
its existence to differential erosion along a fault line (diag. 6b ‘

Fig & Tear or wrench fault

L)
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SPRINGS which occur with a regular alignment may be utilising a
fault line in conjunction with porous /non-porous rocks; for example, shale
may be brought up against limestone by faulting and give rise to a spring (diag 7).

STREAMS will follow lines of weakness such as faults and joints,
Where a river valley exhibits a particularly straight course, especially through
geologically complicated country, fault control may well be the reason ~ as
in the Vale of Neath in South Wales., Sudden changes in a stream profile
(rapids or waterfalls) will be due to a resistant bed of rock - present possibly
as a result of faulting. This phenomenon can also be seen in the Vale of Neath
at the Upper Clun Gwyn Fall on the Mellte River near Ystradfellte (diag. 8).
A visit to the series of three waterfalls on this stretch of the river is a worth-
while way to spend a non-caving afternoon.

DISPLACEMENT OF OUTCROPS is another feature dependent on the
presence of faulting. Where a hard rock such as limestone is expressed
topographically as a ridge or scarp, a dip fault will displace the strata,
as well asthe scarp or ridge, as happens at the Cotswold scarp. (diag. 9)
Such displaced or offset scarp features show up particularly well on aerial
photographs.

SUDDEN CHANGES IN THE NATURE OF ROCKS. In Malhamdale,
Yorkshire, the Mid Craven Fault runs approximately through the fields between
Malham Village and the Cove. North of the fault is massive limestone which
gives rise to the impressive scenery of Malham Cove, Gordale Scar and the
limestone pavement above the Cove. South of the fault the rocks are shales,
thin limestones and occasional sandstones of the Yordale Series which give a
more gentle landscape. The Mid Craven Fault is a large structure running
from near Pately Bridge to Ingleton.

Criteria for the recogg;tio’n of faults underground

Distinctive features such as slickensides, grooving, breccia and
mylonite frequently accompany faults. These features - if correctly identified -
are conclusive proof of faulting.

SLICKENSIDES are scratches or striations parallel to the direction
of the last movement along the fault, resulting from friction along the fault
plane. Some faults may show many slickensided layers, in each of which the
striations show different trends. This occurs in zones where different move-
ments have taken place over a long period of time. It should be added that
due to the rapid erosion by cave water, slickensides are rarely found in caves,
except perhaps in collapse caverns in dry climates.

DRAG (diag. 10) is a common feature of faults and can be seen in cave
walls, cliffs and road cuttings. The movement indicated by the direction of the
drag indicates the most recent of the fault's movements.




o FAULT BRECCEIA consists of angular rock fragments ranging from g
1rlllc fo several feet in diameter, or even greater. The fragments are usualls
all of the same rock-type and are characteristically associated with a more

finely crushed matrix, The wall 0 i i i i
: pposite Swing or Fault Pitch in L
August System shows a good example of brecciated rock e

. I\{IY"Z.LONITE is more difficult to recognise in the field as it is ;
Characteristically a dark, fine-grained rock, the brecciated structure being
apparent only from microscopic study. It may look rather like slate, A ‘

further development of the same |
et ; process leads to the rock al
being pulverised to a fine-grained clay. T

MINERALISATION is a brocess which frequently affects faults. The

original rock may be replaced by minerals in solution. for
oy g i
Calcite or mined minerals, such as Lead. s Xample Quartz,

STREAM PASSAGES and chambers in cave s
\S§ _ Ve systems are frequentl v
fault controlled (and joint controlled, too). The Main Chamber and ;‘(iult P}i’tcﬁ”

In Longwood /August System, and some of t “yT- :
good examples. . of the Dan-yr-Ogof passages being

Such a rapid review of faults and fault features can only serve as an

introduction to the subject. Elementar books about ‘
will expand these notes. 4 0k ald geomorpholof
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British Caving - an introduction to Speleology
2nd edition - 1962
pages 11-15

Principles of Physical Geology - by Arthur Holmes
chapters on Faults and Joints

The River Scenery at the Head of the Vale of Neath - by F.J. North 1949 g
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CAVING IN SOUTH EASTERN BELGIUM

by Vic Ingraham

The main caving areas in Belgium are located in the south east of
the country near the border with France and Germany, in the Ardennes forest
and the surrounding area. The following report deals mostly with Liege and
Namur Provinces.

The southern part of Liege Province along the Ourthe River has three
main caving areas. The first limestone encountered as one travels south
along the Ourthe lies just past the town of Tilff, about 15 miles out of Liege.
Here, a syncline of limestone cuts across the valley at right angles, forming
steep cliffs on either side. This syncline is very well-marked, and at its
axis on the east bank there can be seen the entrance to the Grotte de Tilff, a
resurgence carring a large stream. The cave entrance is about 50 feet above
the road, but the stream passes under the road and appears just above the
water level of the OQurthe. Cavers have negotiated the connection between the
upper entrance and the resurgence, but it is very tight. The cave evidently
drains a large part of the plateau above, and has a very goed stream passage,
ending after about 1, 600 feet in a long sump. A diver's attempt toc pass the
sump ended after about 120 feet, where a larger and more powerful stream
custs across the sump. (The resurgence of this stream has not yet been
located.) On the west bank of the Ourthe the syncline continues, and there is
another cave in its axis. This cave is about 1,000 feet long, heavily silted up
with mud throughout its length. It does not normally carry a stream, and
floods in rainy weather. The position of its entrance seems to suggest that at
one time, before the Ourthe had cut its valley through the syncline, both caves
== the Grotte de Tilff and this cave ~-- were joined in one large system,
draining along the axis of the syncline and surfacing in a lowland area about
a mile away from the present resurgence. If this theory is correct, it would
also offer some explanation for the three underwater resurgences along this
same stretch of river. These resurgences may have drained into the same
area, but were cut by the river and thus the base level for ground water has
eifectively risen and drowned them,

This same syncline of limestone continues along the eastern plateau.
There are a large number of sinks or swallets on the plateau, and it shows
good potential as a caving area, though until 1967, no caves had been
discovered. In the summer of 1967 I spent a week camping on the plateau
digging several of the sinks and, after five days, an entrance was opened up in
one of them, On exploration, the cave was found to be 180 feet deep and over
300 feet long. A small stream was found at the bottom, and we assumed that




it drained into the nearby Ourthe valley, After this discovery, a Belgian cl
Les Calcaires, became interested in the plateau. I joined the group and wor
was started on systematically explering the entire area. Several other
swallets were found and many good digs chosen. We started work in a sink |
about two miles from the previgus discovery. A shaft was made, and severs
large pieces of stal floor were found, Unfertunately, the digs ran in several
times, and soon became too dangerous te continue, A draught was detected
which issued from a narrow crack at the bottom of the shaft. The large piec
of stal suggest that the sink marks a collapsed chamber.

On one side of this sink, a space between two large boulders was
noticed, and work began to open it up. After digging for three days we found
a low passage which led to a small chamber, with a rift ten inches wide at o

suggested the presence of a master cave for which the Grotte de Tilff was th
resurgence. The small stream found at the bottom of the first cave we had
discovered - le Trou Victor - was traced to the Grotte de Tilff, over two
kilometres away, and several other streams had been traced from the Vallo
de la Chawresse to the same resurgence (see map). The second discovery vlv]’
had made - Le Trou de Furet - was again dug in view of the new theory., A
horizontal shaft ten feet below the old entrance was made, and we succeeded
in reaching the pitch. . The cave proved to be a disappointment, as it was onl
a hundred feet deep, and ended in a sand choke. This last development A
occurred early in 1969, and work is still continuing to find a way into the ma
cave. If a link can be established, it will have the potential of becoming the
deepest cave in Belgium. :

S

The second area of limestone encountered as one progresses south
along the Qurthe is near the town of Comblain-au-Pont. There are several
small caves in the vicinity, and many interesting topographical features,
Some of the limestone is vertically bedded aleng the river: as the river ero
its channel, it left huge slabs of limestone standing like dorsal fins along the
bank. Some of these are over 100 feet high, and less than 12 feet thick. Am

above the present river level‘, though the cave appears to have been a resurgt
at one time. It is about 300 feet long.

The third area, 23 kilometres south-south east of Liege, is near
Remouchamps. Close by is a feature known as the Vallon des Chantoirs, or
Valley of Sinks. This is a large dry valley taking six large streams, Sever
long geological reports have been written about the area because there is a §
surprising lack of resurgences for the volume of water it takes. It is possib
that the water empties directly into the ground water circulation, though I ha
seen few examples of this elsewhere, There is a good potential for digging
here; many of the active swallets remain to be dug, and the known caves are
relatively short. A notable cave nearby is the Grotte de Remouchamps,
2,100 feet long and carrying a large stream called Le Rubicen which issues
from the cave.

With a Belgian club, Le Chercheurs de la Wallonie, I worked on one
of the sinks in the Vallon des Chantoirs, In the dig, we found a grenade and
a rusted pistol, but, alas, no cave,

Ramet, a town about twenty kilometres south west of Liege, has some
small caves; but it is of interest primarily because of the prehistoric remains
found in them., One cave of special interest here is the Grotfte de Rose, It has
many fine formations, and is well worth visiting, though small, It has 3 lid,
and the key can be obtained from the museum belonging to the Chercheurs de
la Wallonie near Ramet,

By following the Meuse River south-south west from Liege for about
65 miles, one reaches the town of Mont-sur-Meuse, On the plateau above this
town are located some of Belgium's deepest caves. There is a hostel very
near the caving area; it is called the Refuge Norbert Casteret. This provides
an excellent base~-camp for any foreign club visiting Belgium, as it is situated
near the deepest and most interesting caves.

The main caves here are the Trou de Bernard, the Trou de 1'Eglise,
the Trou de Corde, and the Trou de Weron. These are all swallet caves,
The Trou de Bernard is the deepest known cave in Belgium, over 120 metres
deep. The entrance is in the bottom of a sink about a mile from the Refuge,
An entrance pitch, 30 feet deep, leads to a second pitch of 25 feet; this gives
access to a deep rift passage that descends 50 feet to the top of a 60-foot
vertical pitch, At the bottom of this, a steep sloping passage leads to a maze
of smaller passages that eventually arrive at the sump. The cave, like many

others in the area, is liable to severe flooding after heavy rain,

This report has dealt with several of the caving areas in the Liege
and Namur Provinces, but there remain many other interesting sights that,
for lack of space, cannot all be mentioned here. Any further information
Or surveys of Belgian caves can be obtained by contacting the major clubs in
the chosen area.
For example: The Societe Speleologique de la Wallorie,
174 Rue Sainte-Walburge,

Liege.




THERE IT IS, WHERE IT IS - DEVON, DARTMOOR AND ITS MINES

by Agro Pyrem Repens

From the freezing sub-zero blizzards of Alaska's North Slope to the
burning heat of Australia's desert, from the swirl and churn of the waters of
the Continental Shelf to the dusty oil rigs of Libya, from the undersea mines
such as Geevor in Cornwall to the Dene Holes in Surrey, from the china clay @
of Cornwall to the Welsh and Midland pits; mining in its entirety presents a
vast number of contrasts and yet forms one of the basic sources of food and
wealth of industrial society and emotive activity.

Prospecting has progressed from the visage of the doddery old gold
prospector's pan to the various methods of chemical analysis and tracing, to
the magnetometer and to electromagnetic methods used in conjunction with the
aeroplane, and finally to the satellite. Yet there still rings true the old
Cornish saying "There it is, where it is' and it is still probably true that the
20th century individual can still make a strike. ?

Having revelled, or in many cases wallowed, in the wonders of Devol

caves such as Afton Red Rift, Cooper's Hole, Baker's Pit and Pridamsleigh,
David Shipman and I decided to follow in the footsteps of our forebears Janet |
Day and Mike Butterly of Chelsea, who were at college before us, and see w

the mines of Devon had to offer us. hi

As far as mining is concerned, one immediately associates the West
Country with the Cornish china clay and tin, but Devon has its part to play too
it being one of the most minerally rich areas in the country. Mining is a
subject of contrasts Devon and Dartmoor too. Devon owes its minern
wealth to the geological nature of Dartmoor, which consists basically of a
huge granite dome, topped with such teourist spots as Hay Tor and Yes Tor.
It is round the edges of this dome in particular that mineral deposits abound,
the Teign Valley alone having been mined for eighteen different minerals at or
time or another; the more common being iron, tin, lead, copper and barytes,

-----

Many people prefer Exmoor to Dartmoor because there is more to
catch the eye Whereas Dartmoor, on top at least, strikes one with
thoughts of bleak, bare and barren terrain leading to the conclusion of how
lucky those Princetown ravers are to be protected behind those strong, sturdy
walls ""through the hawthorn blows the cold wind'', '

ooooo

But around the edges of Dartmoor, away from the rush of the ices anl
the screaming toddlers, in the streams and dusky undergrowth lies another
face; and it was this aspect, in our rambles in search for mines, which we
grew to appreciate.

Some miners in the past toiled away on the bleak slopes of East and
West Vitifer Mines: but today there only remains a few open cast trenches and
two ominous and badly-fenced shafts which neither of us dared venture down.
(Apparently Mike Bond of D.S.S, has been down recently, one being about 60 ft
and the other 90 ft). Other miners worked in small, beautiful gladed valleys
and all that can be seen of their work today are a few mounds of overgrown
rubble, perhaps the odd wheelpit (alas, without the wheel) and sometimes the
short tunnel or adit (often neck deep in water and ending a collapse).

We would get hold of map references of these mines from boecks (in
this case often incorrect), from D.S.S. or Mike and Jan, read up what infor-
mation there was on them, and then go and see for ourselves.

We often had surprises. For example, at one reference near Prince-
town, we could find only a bog, and at Yarner mine we spent more time'
dodging the gamekeepers and the ants, than finding the rubble and remains of
what we concluded to be a wheelpit. Furthermore, from various sources -
emanating, we believe, from Pete Cousins of Chelsea - we learnt "There's
a hole on Combe Down'', or rather a tunnel 50 feet long which took
us three hours to find. ;

But to talk about Dartmoor like this would be to present a completely
false picture . . . . . it has its contrasts,

The Golden Dagger Shafts (not far from Vitifer) are well worth the
visit and the descent if one has the time. The same goes for Wherl Caroline
and Haytor Iron Mine. Haytor Iron Mine we found to be very easy but most
interesting, consisting basically of two entrances, an upper and a lower one,
both of which could be entered unaided. The mine comprises two huge
chambers and a short amount of passageway which at the most was only ankle
deep with water. -

Hyner and Great Rock Mines are well worth a visit too, (but I forget
which mine is called which). These are now the only mines which prodL}ce
micaceous haematite, which forms a basis for paints (though we did visit two

- others who worked the same mineral, and East Vitifer was said to contain an

uneconomical form). We found the manager most co-gperative and spent
several interesting hours wandering through the many passageways which the
miners have hewn out at various levels. Micaceous haematite has been worked
here for many years, and the hill into which the two mines run is riddled w%th
routes. It is possible to enter the mine at one side of the hill and, by juggling
with the levels of the passages, to come out the otherside. This is supposed
to be a very good trip which we hope to do sometime,

All in all we found this to beavery good way of enjoying and ge_atting
to know more about Dartmoor, but although it is a very mineral-rich place
little mining is carried out there. Why? As one old miner told us, it seems
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that the only time anyone turns to Dartmoor is when the country badly needs
metals as in the last two wars, and then they get it. (This is borne out by the
fact that one mine we visited, though overgrown, had buildings in which the
machinery was still quite intact). The old miner's explanation is probably
true, but the basic reason - most likely - is the difficulty of getting the minerg
or their low grade when they are obtained. One cannot quote Mark Twain's
observation that a mine was a hole in the ground with a liar at the top ,
(Diggers 122 . 0. . apologies) as far as Dartmoor is concerned; nor can |
one blame our Government's financial attitude towards mining as being allergi
because it is not as far as incentives are concerned, especially when compare
with certain other nations (e.g. Burma which taxes 99% income from mining: )
Probably the only thing to do is to wag the knowing finger to the future; to poin
to the fact that low grade ore mining on the grand scale is, in many cases, §
gradually becoming 'the thing'; to say that several American and Canadian
concerns are roving their eyes over Dartmoor, and to say that uranium is .
shortly to be worked there. All in all, the mining future for Dartmoor at any
rate may be a little more rosy.

THOSE MERITORIQUS SPELEQOLOGUES OR YUGOSLAVIA 1967 f

by Peter Mathews

The exploration of Postojnska Jama (jama = cave) greatly influenced
the early days of modern caving. Without doubt the Slovenian Karst proved
the stimulus for early cave studies. 'The main interest lay then, as it does |
today, in the complex of caves and underground water courses that comprise
the source of the Ljubljanica.

The river first rises on the slopes of the Sneznik (a mountain 30 km.
S.E, of Postojna) and flows intermittently as a small stream (the Trbuhovica).
After disappearing below ground at Prezio, it emerges again as three springs
in the valley of Loska and flows N, W, under the name of the Loski Obrh along
the Losko Polje. A polje is a large karstic depression sometimes miles
across; it has no specific origin and is thought to be due to general tectonic
collapse.

At the northern end of the Losko Polje, the river sinks in the Golobina
Jama at Dane. Two kilometres later it resurfaces at the southern end of the
Cerknisko Polje as the Jezerski Obrh. During the summer months the stream
only flows as far as the sinks in the centre of the polje. Also flowing into these
sinks is the stream from Krizna Jama and further downstream the Cerknisk
Bistrica which drains the Bloska Planota (plain). Heavy autumnal rains flood
the polje each year, and the water sinks further downstream at Velika
Karlovica - this cave has been penetrated downstream and a point reached only
200 m. from the upstream sump of Zadnja Jama from where the river
reappears once more as the river Rak.

The Rak flows only briefly on the surface along the bottom of the Rakova
Kotlina (basin) in the national park of Rakov Skocjan - this is a beautiful wooded
valley spanned in two places by natural rock bridges. Downstream the Rak
disappears into Tkalca Jama and is not seen again until it joins the Pivka in
Malograjska (or Planinska) Jama, From here the two rivers flow as one, the
Unica. ;

The Pivka, which is also a source of the Ljubljana, rises at Zagorje
(15 km. south of Postojna). The river flows overland until it reaches Postojna
where it sinks in the lower galleries of the cave, After getting horribly lost
in the vast complex of passages which make up Postojnska Jama, it makes a
brief show at Pivka Jama (really a part of Postojnska, but you have to pay
again to get in!) and is not seen again until it takes on the name of the Unica
at Malograjske Jama.




coated with new super slip mud and reeled again from the stench of decayi

The Unica continues flowing northwards across the Planiska Polje aj
eventually sinks in small fissures at Ivanje - the river continues to the mai
sink at Pod Stenami only during very wet weather. The underground passag
here are very tight and can only be followed for a short distance. However,

dye tests bave proved the connection between the Unica and the springs at }'j‘

Vrhnika from where the river flows above ground the rest of its way as thev :

Ljubljanica.

one may meet up with the Unica. They are the 700 ft deep Hudicevo brewn )
{Gradiscnica) near Logatec, and the Logarcek jama near Laze. :

Pottering in Postojna ., . it was a rather weary M.C. G. that emer
on their first morning in Yugoslavia and started pitching camp. For, our @
arrival the previous night coincided with a violent thunderstorm - luckily, ¥
were able to take-over some spare chalets in the camp site and so slept in |
comiort., The first afternoon was spent in a wander around the town and thi
included a visit to the Institute for Karstic Research, where we met Dr. Ra
(;ospodaric, a professional caver! OQur visit to the shops reminded us of a
the things that we had forgotten - many foods to which we were accustomed
were unavailable; the only things in tins were sardines and the only things n
in tins were dried beans apart from Slivovika (a violent plum brandy) which
kept in bottles.

The afternoon was concluded with a potter around the jama. There{
already many excellent descriptions of this cave, which is a good excuse fol
not writing another one. Although a visit to this cave is a must for everyo“f
it is, like so many Slovenian caves, impressive almost to the point of bored
Big chambers full of formations are all very well, but they all look the sam
after an hour or two. ‘

Strange Happenings . . we went caving in Tkalco Jama.

The following day after picking up Rado from the Institute and forge'
Mike Lovell in the square, we made our way to the Rakov Skocjan. On arr

impressive start to the cave. But, these grandicse beginnings were soon 1¢
al!

behind and the passage closed down to a 'small’ tunnel 20 ft high and 30/40"
across. Signs of flooding were very much in evidence; we reeled off bouldé

fish. After reeling along for twenty minutes we reached another local ;
phenomenon . . a log choke! Shortly after climbing through this we ré
a sizable chamber containing a large lake. Rado was keen on plumbing thed

in order to complete his survey of the cave - after much splashing around,
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pbottom was reached at 30 ft. However, interest was soon centred on a crack
on the other side of the lake and about 25 ft. above the surface. Mike
Nightingale was the first one to reach the crack and found himself in a new
gallery. He was very quickly followed by everyone else (but not until he had
fixed up a ladder). A short distance in a roof traverse avoided ancther log
choke and entry was gained into a chamber containing a clear pool 'Mendip
Lake'. From here a choice of routes led through the roof to an unpleasant
stony crawl. A short drop into a low but finelyscalloped passage led to a mud
slide which descended into a further chamber also containing a small lake.
Two short tunnels that led off from this both sumped. A climb was also
attempted to a high level passage but this was choked after a short distance.
A muddy aven near the entrance to the new series was also climbed to a :
narrow crawl, but lack of time prevented further exploration.

This discovery of 300 ft. - although minor - provided an excuse to
visit a local trout farm for a celebration meal - but not before we had picked
up Mike Lovell, whose absence had only just been noticed,

Nineteen Lemonades. . . . . a visit to Logarcek

: We said goodbye to Rado, as he was off on holiday, and continued
caving with Andrej Kranjc. Following a rather active night (trouble with the
water again!) we set off with Andrej for the village of Laze. He we stopped
at what serves as the Hunter's and settled ourselves in the caver's back room.
But the order wasn't one that you might hear on Mendip - 'Nineteen lemonades
and a beer' - who spoilt the order? Not, as you might suppose, Pat or Simon;
it was Robbie Charnock who continued to down beer - he really saved us from

~ disgrace that day: he didn't go caving either!

The cave entrance was soon found in a nearby wood above the village.
This time entry was down a 70 ft. shaft; at the top this was about 15 ft. across
but it soon opened out into a large chamber. The pitch led us into a dry and
rather homely series. The route we followed was quite complicated and meant
a great deal of splitting up of the party. However, we all managed to arrive at

a chamber in which a small window led to the second pitch down to the main cave.

Until now we had been working on the assumption that this pitch was 17 m. deep
but a cry from the first down, Andrej, 'Please I am nine metres short', sent us
hurrying back for more ladder. Once at the bottom of the ladder, we found
ourselves in a huge passage that continued in both directions. We turned to the
downstream or northern series as we were interested in the water level in the
lower sections of the cave.

The passage in which we now found ourselves, although open and devoid
of boulders, was very heavy going; literally, for the floor was made up of very
Stiff clay. Our boots were soon lost in large clods and quite some effort was
needed to extract them from the floor. The path we followed along the middle
of the passage led along the tops of steep clay ridges. And as we followed the
route from ridge to ri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>